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Backg round ) )
!
Ha v i n g ! b e i n g ! d i a g n o s e d !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! i n !m y ! s e c o n d ! y e a r ! o f !
m y ! u n d e r g r a d u a t e ! d e g r e e ! I ! h a v e ! c o n t i n u o u s l y ! b a t t l e d !w i t h !
l e a r n i n g ! a n d !m emo r i s i n g ! r e p e r t o i r e . ! ! I ! h a v e ! t r i e d !
n ume r o u s ! l e a r n i n g ! s t r a t e g i e s ! t o ! c omb a t ! s ome ! o f ! t h e s e !
i s s u e s !mo r e ! e f f e c t i v e l y ! a n d ! e f f i c i e n t l y . ! T h i s ! i n c l u d e s !
v a r i o u s ! i s s u e s !w i t h !m emo r i s i n g !mu s i c ! ( a ! c ommon ! d y s l e x i c !
t r a i t ) ! f o r ! p u b l i c ! p e r f o rman c e s , ! r e c i t a l s , ! p e r f o rman c e !
c l a s s e s , ! f u l l ? s c a l e d ! o p e r a s ! a n d ! h a v i n g ! t o ! l e a r n ! a ! l a r g e !
amoun t ! o f !mu s i c ! i n ! a ! s h o r t ! p e r i o d ! o f ! t im e . !
!
!
I ! am ! c o n t i n u o u s l y ! t r y i n g ! t o ! d e v e l o p ! a n d !m a t u r e !m y !
l e a r n i n g ! s t r a t e g i e s ! a n d ! i d e a s ! t h r o u g h ! t h e ! u s e ! o f ! c o l o u r !
c o d i n g , ! h i g h l i g h t i n g , ! p i c t u r e ! g r a p h s , ! c o l o u r s , ! i m a g e s , !
s h a p e s , ! s l i d e s h ow s , ! s h a p e s , ! r e c o r d i n g s , ! r e c o r d i n g ! l e s s o n s , !
a d d i n g ! s t r u c t u r e ! t o ! a ! p i e c e ! o r ! r o l e ! a n d ! v i s u a l ! a i d s ! s u c h ! a s !
s l i d e ! s h ow s ! a n d !m emo r y ! c h a r t s ! w h i c h ! i n c l u d e !m y ! own ! k e y !
c h a r t s ! a n d ! d r aw i n g s ! ( u s u a l l y ! c o l o u r e d ! s h a p e s ! a r o u n d !
p a r t i c u l a r ! w o r d s ! a n d ! n o t a t i o n ) . ! I ! w i l l ! i n c l u d e !m y !
s t r a t e g i e s ! a n d !m y ! f i n d i n g s ! w i t h i n !m y ! own ! r e s e a r c h !
i d e n t i f y i n g ! t h e ! p r o s ! a n d ! c o n s ! a n d !wh a t ! w o r k e d ! b e t t e r . !
!
!
M y ! r e s e a r c h !w i l l ! m a i n l y ! f o c u s ! o n ! s i n g e r s ! w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ; !
t h i s ! w i l l ! i n c o r p o r a t e ! t h e ! o b v i o u s ! b a r r i e r s ! f a c e d ! b y !mo s t , !
w h i c h ! i n c l u d e s : !
!

•  De a l i n g !w i t h ! r e a d i n g ! a n d ! s i n g i n g ! l a n g u a g e s ! s u c h ! a s !
E n g l i s h , ! G e rman , ! F r e n c h , ! I t a l i a n , ! R u s s i a n ! a n d ! C z e c h !
a n d ! h ow !w e ! o v e r c ome ! c e r t a i n ! p r o b l em s ! t h a t !m a n y !
p e o p l e ! w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! f a c e . ! !

•  U s i n g ! p h o n e t i c s , ! d o e s ! t h i s ! imp r o v e ! t h e ! r e a d i n g ! o f !
t e x t ! o r ! d o e s ! i t ! b e c ome !mo r e ! p r o b l ema t i c ! i f ! t h e ! t e x t !
i s ! d i f f i c u l t ! t o ! b e g i n !w i t h . ! !

•  R e a d i n g !mu s i c . !
•  S i g h t ? r e a d i n g ! t e x t ! a n d !mu s i c . !
•  Memo r i s a t i o n /memo r y ! s h o r t ! a n d ! l o n g ! t e rm . !



•  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n ! a n d ! p e r f o rman c e ! ( i n c l u d i n g ! a l l ! t h e !
f a c t o r s ! l i s t e d ! a b o v e ) ! a n d ! h ow ! a s !mu s i c i a n s ! w e ! o v e r !
c ome ! i t . !

!
!
I ! i n t e n d ! o n ! i n t e r v i ew i n g ! o t h e r ! s i n g e r s ! a n d !
i n s t r umen t a l i s t s ! t o ! r e s e a r c h ! t h e i r ! own ! p r a c t i c e ! a n d !
m emo r i s i n g !m e t h o d s ! a n d ! s t r a t e g i e s . ! E v e n t u a l l y ! I ! w i l l !
i n c o r p o r a t e ! t h e i r ! i d e a s ! w i t h i n !m y ! own ! p r a c t i c e ! t o ! e x p l o r e !
w h e t h e r ! t h i s ! h a s ! a ! n e g a t i v e ! o r ! p o s i t i v e ! e f f e c t . ! T h e r e ! a r e !
o f ! c o u r s e !m a n y ! f o rm s ! o f ! d y s l e x i a ! a n d !m y ! r e s e a r c h !
i n c l u d e s ! t h o s e !w h o ! h a v e ! d i f f e r e n t ! f o rm s ! a n d ! t h o s e ! t h a t !
d o n ’ t ! s u f f e r ! f r om ! d y s l e x i a ! a t ! a l l . !
!
!
I!am!also!intrigued!not!only!by!singers!with!dyslexia!but!also!how!
instrumentalists!cope!with!learning!new!repertoire.!I!am!interested!in!whether!
they!could!give!any!insight!on!both!their!practice!and!memorisations,!inevitably!
helping!singers!explore!new!learning!strategies.!!
!
!
!

What ) i s ) dy s l e x i a? )
!
!
Dy s l e x i a ! h a s !m a n y ! d i f f e r e n t ! f o rm s ! s ome ! o f ! w h i c h ! a r e ! s t i l l !
n o t ! f u l l y ! u n d e r s t o o d ! t o ! t h i s ! d a y ; ! r e s e a r c h ! i n t o ! t h e !
c o n d i t i o n ! s t i l l ! c o n t i n u e s . ! H owe v e r , ! d y s l e x i a ! a s ! w e ! k n ow ! i t !
w a s ! f i r s t ! d e s c r i b e d ! a n d ! d o c umen t e d ! i n ! 1 8 9 6 ! b y !W . ! P r i n g l e !
M o r g a n , ! a ! B r i t i s h ! o p h t h a lmo l o g i s t ! w h o ! r e f e r r e d ! t o : !
!

!
!
‘ … a ! f o u r t e e n , y e a r , o l d ! b o y ! n am e d ! P e r c y , ! w h o ! d e s p i t e !
r e c e i v i n g ! s e v e n ! y e a r s ! o f ! “ t h e ! g r e a t e s t ! e f f o r t s … t o ! t e a c h !
h im ! t o ! r e a d , ” ! c o u l d ! r e a d ! a n d ! s p e l l ! o n l y ! a t ! t h e !m o s t !
b a s i c ! l e v e l , ! e v e n ! t h o u g h ! h i s ! s c h o o lma s t e r s ! b e l i e v e d ! h e !
“ w a s ! t h e ! sm a r t e s t ! l a d ! i n ! t h e ! s c h o o l . ” ’ 1!

!
!
!
D y s l e x i a ! t h e r e f o r e ! d o e s n ’ t !m e a n ! t h a t ! t h e ! i n d i v i d u a l ! i s !
i l l i t e r a t e , ! c a n n o t ! d i v e r s e ! i n ! i n t e l l e c t u a l ! c o n v e r s a t i o n s ! a n d !
p e r u s e ! a n ! a c a d em i c ! c a r e e r ! w i t h ! a ! p r o s p e r o u s ! f u t u r e ! b u t !
t h a t ! a ! d y s l e x i c ’ s ! b r a i n ! w o r k s ! v e r y ! d i f f e r e n t l y ! t o ! t h e i r !
c o u n t e r p a r t s , ! t h e ! n o n ? d y s l e x i c ! b r a i n . ! !
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!Dr.!Eide,!B.L!&!Dr.!Eide,!F.F.!2011.!The!Dyslexic!Advantage:!Unlocking!the!hidden!potential!of!the!dyslexic!
brain!Great!Britain:!Hay!House!UK!Ltd!(p.!7)!



F o r ! e x amp l e ! e v e n ! t h o u g h ! a ! d y s l e x i c ! b r a i n ! f a c e s ! c e r t a i n !
o b s t a c l e s ! s ome ! o f ! t h e !mo s t ! i n f l u e n t i a l ! p e o p l e ! i n ! h i s t o r y !
h a v e ! o v e r c ome ! t h e s e ! i n ! t h e i r ! own !w a y s ! a n d ! c a r v e d !
f a n t a s t i c ! c a r e e r s ! t h a t ! h a v e ! i n f l u e n c e d ! t h e !w o r l d ! a s ! w e !
k n ow ! i t ! t o d a y . ! T h e s e ! i n c l u d e ! p e o p l e ! s u c h ! a s 23: !
! !

!  R i c h a r d ! B r a n s o n ! ( V i r g i n ! Own e r ! a n d ! E n t r e p r e n e u r ) ! !
!  J o h n ! L e n n o n ! ( S i n g e r ! & ! S o n gw r i t e r ) !
!  A l b e r t ! E i n s t e i n ! !
!  L e o n a r d o ! d a ! V i n c i ! !
!  S t e p h e n ! S p i e l b e r g ! ( F i lm ?ma k e r ! & ! D i r e c t o r ) !
!  P i e r r e ! C u r i e ! ( P h y s i c i s t ! & ! N o b e l ! P r i z e !W i n n e r ) !
!  J o h n ! B r i t t e n ! ( I n v e n t o r ) ! !

!
!
E v i d e n t l y ! t h i s ! j u s t ! p r o v e s ! t h a t ! d y s l e x i a ! i s n ’ t ! a ! d i s a b i l i t y !
o r ! l e a r n i n g ! d i f f i c u l t y ! b y ! a n y !m e a n s ! b u t ! t h a t ! t h e ! s t r e n g t h ’ s !
o f ! t h e ! i n d i v i d u a l s ! a r e ! u s e d ! t o ! t h e i r ! b e s t ! a d v a n t a g e s ! a n d !
h e i g h t e n !w i t h i n ! t h e i r ! c h o s e n ! f i e l d ! w h e t h e r ! i t ! b e ! d e s i g n , !
b u s i n e s s , ! m u s i c ! o r !m e d i c i n e . ! !
!
!
M a n y ! d y s l e x i c ! p e o p l e ! r e l i s h ! i n ! d i f f e r e n t ! f i e l d s ! d e p e nd i n g !
o n ! t h e i r ! t y p e ! o f ! d y s l e x i a . ! F o r ! e x amp l e ! s ome ! a r e ! p r o f i c i e n t !
a t ! p r o b l em ! s o l v i n g ! a n d ! d e c i p h e r i n g ! c omp l e x ! p a t t e r n s , !
o t h e r s ! a r e ! s k i l l e d ! a n d ! t a l e n t e d ! i n ! a ! n a r r a t i v e ! a n d ! c r e a t i v e !
c o n t e n t ! a n d ! a l t e r n a t e l y ! s ome ! a r e ! p r a c t i c a l ! a n d !
e x c e p t i o n a l l y ! g o o d !w i t h ! t h e i r ! h a n d s . ! !
!
!
!
B e l ow ! i s ! a ! sm a l l ! d i a g r am ! l i s t i n g ! s ome ! o f ! t h e ! c a r e e r s ! t h a t !
t h o s e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! h a v e ! e x c e l l e d ! i n : !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2!Dr.!Eide,!B.L!&!Dr.!Eide,!F.F.!2011.!The!Dyslexic!Advantage:!Unlocking!the!hidden!potential!of!the!dyslexic!
brain,!Great!Britain:!Hay!House!UK!Ltd!(p.4)!
3!FAMOUS!PEOPLE!WITH!THE!GIFT!OF!DYSLEXIA.!(no!date)![Online]!Available!from:!
www.dyslexia.com/famous.htm!(accessed!2/04/2014)!



Careers!that!those!
with!dyslexia!have!

excelled!in!

Architecture!&!Design!
Inventing!

Musician,!Acting,!
&!Dancing!

Medicine!

Entrepreneur!&!
Business!

Sales,!Marketing!!
&!!

Advertising!

Novelist!&!
Journalism!

Comedy!&!Public!
Speaking!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

)

)

)

)

)

Op i n i on s ) a bou t ) d y s l e x i a ) )
!
!
A f t e r ! c o n d u c t i n g ! a n ! i n t e r v i ew !w i t h ! a ! n o n ? d y s l e x i c ! s t u d e n t !
a n d ! s ome ! v e r b a l ! c o n v e r s a t i o n s !w i t h ! o t h e r ! n o n ? d y s l e x i c !
s t u d e n t s ! t h e ! g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s ! a r o u n d !wh a t ! d y s l e x i a ! i s , ! w a s !
t h a t ! i t ! w a s ! d i f f i c u l t i e s ! w i t h ! r e a d i n g !w o r d s , ! l e t t e r s ! a n d !
c o n f i g u r i n g ! s ymbo l s ! i n ! t h e ! r i g h t ! o r d e r 4. ! ! A l t h o u g h ! t h e r e ! i s !
a ! l o t ! o f ! t r u t h ! i n ! t h i s , ! d y s l e x i a ! i s ! f a r !m o r e ! c omp l e x ! a n d !
b r o a d e r ! w h i c h ! d o e s n ’ t ! n e c e s s a r i l y ! r e v o l v e ! a r o u n d ! t h e !
w r i t t e n !w o r d , ! t h o u g h ! o f ! c o u r s e ! i n !m a n y ! s t u d i e s ! t h i s ! i s ! t h e !
c a s e . ! ! !
!
!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Choreography!
&!Directing!



Fo rms ) o f ) d y s l e x i a )
!
!
A s !m e n t i o n e d ! p r e v i o u s l y ! t h e r e ! a r e !m a n y ! f o rm s ! o f ! d y s l e x i a !
a n d ! i t ! a f f e c t s ! e v e r y ! i n d i v i d u a l ! d i f f e r e n t l y . ! R e a d i n g ! a n d !
w r i t i n g ! a r e ! p e r h a p s ! t h e ! tw o ! k e y ! f a c t o r s ! t o ! d y s l e x i a . ! ! T h e !
t r o u b l e ! w i t h ! r e a d i n g ! f o r ! s ome o n e !wh o ! h a s ! d y s l e x i a ! i s !
b e i n g ! a b l e ! t o ! c o n s t r u c t , ! a r r a n g e ! t h e ! s o u n d s ! o f ! t h e !w o r d s !
c o r r e c t l y ! a n d ! a b s o r b ! i n f o rma t i o n . ! !
W r i t i n g ! i s !mu c h ! t h e ! s ame , ! h owe v e r ! i t ’ s ! u s u a l l y !
c o n s t r u c t i n g ! t h e ! s e n t e n c e ! i n ! r i g h t ! o r d e r , ! s p e l l i n g ! a n d !
b e i n g ! a b l e ! t o ! w r i t e ! d own ! i d e a s ! a n d ! t h o u g h t s ! o n t o ! p a p e r ; !
l o g i c a l l y ! t h i s ! i s ! u s u a l l y ! a ! r e a s o n !wh y ! d y s l e x i c s ! c a n !m a k e !
a c c omp l i s h e d ! p u b l i c ! s p e a k e r s ! b e c a u s e ! t h e y ! c a n ! v e r b a l i s e !
t h e i r ! i d e a s !mo r e ! c om f o r t a b l y ! a n d ! f r e e l y ! w i t h o u t ! t h e !
a p p r e h e n s i o n ! o f ! h a v i n g ! t o ! w r i t e ! i t ! d own . ! !
!
!
E v e n ! t h o u g h ! v e r b a l i s i n g ! i d e a s ! t e n d s ! t o ! b e !mo r e !
c om f o r t a b l e ! f o r ! d y s l e x i c s , ! t h e ! l o n g ! a n d ! s h o r t ? t e rm !
memo r y ! i s ! u s u a l l y ! e f f e c t e d . ! ! T h i s ! d o e s n ’ t ! j u s t ! i n c l u d e !
m emo r i s i n g !w o r d s ! f o r ! a ! s c r i p t ! f o r ! p u b l i c ! s p e a k i n g ! b u t !
p r o c e s s i n g ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n ! q u i c k l y , ! g i v i n g ! a n d ! t a k i n g !
d i r e c t i o n s ! a n d ! p r o b l em ! s o l v i n g . ! ! !
!
!
P r o c e s s i n g ! i n f o rma t i o n ! a n d ! p r o b l em ! s o l v i n g ! a r e ! j u s t ! a ! f ew !
o f ! t h e ! s ymp t om s ! o f ! d y s l e x i a ! a n d ! t h e r e ! a r e ! o t h e r ! e l emen t s !
t h a t ! c a n ! a f f e c t ! i n d i v i d u a l s , ! t h e s e ! i n c l u d e : ! !
!
!

!  S i g h t : ! L e t t e r s ! c a n !mo v e ! o n ! t h e ! p a g e ! a n d ! v i s i o n ! c a n !
b e ! imp a i r e d ! b y ! t h e ! t e x t ! g o i n g ! b l u r r y . ! !

!  Coo r d i n a t i o n !
!  Mu l t i t a s k i n g ! !
!  Tak i n g ! n o t e s ! a nd ! c o p y i n g ! e f f i c i e n t l y ! a n d ! q u i c k l y ! !
!  Or g an i s a t i o n ! a nd ! T ime !Mana g emen t ! !
!  Mi sp r onoun c i n g !wo rd s ! a nd ! s o und s !
!  D i r e c t i o n s ? ! d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g ! l e f t ! f r om ! r i g h t ! !

!
!
T h i s ! d o e s n ’ t !m e a n ! t h a t ! b e i n g ! d y s l e x i c ! i s ! a ! d i s a d v a n t a g e ; !
i n ! f a c t ! r e s e a r c h ! h a s ! p r o v e n ! t h a t ! t h o s e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! ‘ u s e !
t h e i r ! r i g h t ! h em i s p h e r e ! v e r y ! d i f f e r e n t l y ! f r om ! t h e i r !
n o n d y s l e x i c ! p e e r s ’ 5! a n d ! t h a t ! ‘ a ! d i f f e r e n t ! p a t t e r n ! o f ! b r a i n !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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o r g a n i s a t i o n ! a n d ! i n f o rma t i o n ! p r o c e s s i n g ! t h a t ! c r e a t e s !
s t r e n g t h s ! a s ! w e l l ! a s ! c h a l l e n g e s . ’ 6! !
!
!
T h e ! d i f f e r e n c e ! b e tw e e n ! t h e ! r i g h t ! s i d e ! o f ! t h e ! b r a i n ! a n d ! t h e !
l e f t ! d i f f e r ! q u i t e ! d r ama t i c a l l y ! a n d ! t h e !w a y ! e i t h e r ! s i d e s ! o f !
t h e ! b r a i n ! p r o c e s s ! a n d ! o r g a n i s e ! i n f o rma t i o n . ! T h e ! e x amp l e !
b e l ow ! t a k e n ! f r om ! t h e !w e b s i t e ! ‘ T h e ! B r a i n !M a d e ! S imp l e ’ 7!
s h ow s ! t h e ! d i f f e r e n c e s ! b e tw e e n ! t h e ! l e f t ! a n d ! t h e ! r i g h t ! s i d e s !
o f ! t h e ! b r a i n : !
!

!
!
!
!
T h i s ! d i a g r am ! s h ow s ! t h a t ! t h e ! r i g h t ! s i d e ! o f ! t h e ! b r a i n ! i s !
m o r e ! l i k e l y ! t o ! u s e ! v i s u a l , ! c r e a t i v e ! a n d ! im a g i n a t i o n ! t o !
p r o c e s s ! a n d ! e x t r a c t ! i n f o rma t i o n , ! w h i c h ! h a s ! l e s s ! l o g i c ! a n d !
r e a s o n i n g . ! T h i s ! i s n ’ t ! t o ! s a y ! t h a t ! d y s l e x i c s ! c a n n o t ! r e a s o n !
o r ! u s e ! l o g i c ! b u t ! t h a t ! t h e !m e c h a n i sm s , ! p r o c e s s i n g ! a n d !
s p e e d ! o f ! t h e ! b r a i n ! a r r a n g e ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n ! d i f f e r e n t l y . !
D y s l e x i c s ! u s u a l l y ! u s e ! a ! n a r r a t i v e ! c o n t e x t ! ( i n c l u d e s ! t h e !
c r e a t i v e , ! i m a g i n a t i o n , ! i n s i g h t ! a n d ! a r t i s t i c ! p a r t s ! o f ! t h e !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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b r a i n ) ! o r ! dw e l l ! o n ! b o t h ! p h y s i c a l ! a n d !m e n t a l ! e x p e r i e n c e s !
t o ! a b s o r b ! a n d ! p r o c e s s ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n 8; ! s ome t h i n g ! c o u l d ! I !
u s e !mo r e ! r e g u l a r l y ! w i t h i n ! i n !m y ! own ! p r a c t i c e ! a n d !w o r k . !
!
!
!

My)Dys l ex i a )
!
!
H a v i n g ! d y s l e x i a ! s i n c e !m y ! s e c o n d ! y e a r ! o f !m y ! u n d e r g r a d u a t e !
d e g r e e ! I ! h a v e ! c r e a t e d ! a n d ! f o u n d ! s t r a t e g i e s ! t o ! h e l p ! w i t h !
l e a r n i n g , ! m emo r i s i n g , ! p r o c e s s i n g ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n ! a n d !
d e v e l o p i n g !m y ! r e a d i n g ! a n d !w r i t i n g ! s k i l l s . ! !
!
!
I ! h a v e ! a lw a y s ! s t r u g g l e d !w i t h !w o r d s ! a n d ! n umb e r s ! a n d !
t r y i n g ! t o ! s e p a r a t e ! p a r t i c u l a r ! s o u n d s ! o f ! w o r d s !w h e n !
s p e a k i n g ! o u t ! l o u d ! o r ! r e a d i n g ! t o !m y s e l f . ! U s i n g ! t h e s e !
s t r a t e g i e s ! h a s ! imp r o v e d !m y ! own ! p e r s o n a l ! d e v e l o pmen t !
a n d ! b e c ome ! l e s s ! c h a l l e n g i n g . ! H owe v e r ! i t ! s t i l l ! d o e s ! c a u s e !
s ome ! p r o b l em s ! e s p e c i a l l y ! w h e n ! h a v i n g ! t o ! s p e a k ! o r !
p e r f o rm ! t e x t ! o u t ! l o u d ! f o r ! t h e ! f i r s t ! t im e . ! !
!
!
I ! a l s o ! f o u n d ! t h a t ! o c c a s i o n a l l y !m y ! v i s i o n ! i s ! imp a i r e d !wh e n !
r e a d i n g !mu s i c ! s c o r e s . ! I t ! b e c ome s ! b l u r r e d ! a n d ! t h e ! t e x t ! a n d !
mu s i c !m o v e ! a r o u n d ! o n ! t h e ! p a g e . ! I ! h a v e ! a g a i n ! d e v e l o p e d !
m y ! own ! s t r a t e g i e s ! t o ! c o p e !w i t h ! t h i s ! a n d ! I ! a l s o ! h a v e !
p r e s c r i b e d ! g l a s s e s ! t o ! h e l p !w i t h ! a n y ! v i s u a l ! d i f f i c u l t i e s ! o r !
s t r a i n s . ! !
!
!
A n o t h e r ! p a r t ! o f !m y ! d y s l e x i a ! i s ! t h e ! s p e e d ! i n ! w h i c h ! I ! c a n !
p r o c e s s ! a n d ! u n d e r s t a n d ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n . ! ! A s ! a ! y o u n g !
c h i l d ! I ! h a v e ! a lw a y s ! h a d ! a ! s l i g h t ! d e l a y , ! m y ! t e a c h e r s !
g e n e r a l l y ! t h o u g h t ! i t ! w a s ! b e c a u s e ! I ! w a s ! a ! l i t t l e ! s l ow ! o n ! t h e !
u p t a k e ! b u t ! i n ! f a c t ! i t ! w a s ! p a r t ! a n d ! p a r c e l ! o f !m y ! d y s l e x i a . !
F o r ! e x amp l e ! w h e n ! a ! t u t o r ! f i r s t ! g i v e s ! a ! t a s k ! o r ! I ! am ! s imp l y !
r e c e i v i n g ! n ew ! i n f o rma t i o n ! t h e r e ! i s ! a r o u n d ! a ! f i v e ! t o ! t e n !
s e c o n d ! d e l a y ! b e f o r e ! I ! c a n ! p r o c e s s ! a n d ! t r y ! a n d ! u n d e r s t a n d !
t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n ! b e i n g ! g i v e n . ! P a r t ! o f ! t h e ! d e l a y ! i s ! u s u a l l y !
b e c a u s e ! t h e ! w a y ! t h e ! b r a i n ! p r o c e s s e s ! i t , ! s ome t im e s ! i t ’ s !
b e c a u s e ! t h e !w a y ! t h e ! t u t o r ! d e l i v e r s ! a n d ! c ommun i c a t e s ! t h e !
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i n f o rma t i o n ! o r ! s imp l y ! t h a t ! i n f o rma t i o n ! n e e d s ! t o ! b e !
r e p e a t e d , ! a s ! s h o r t ? t e rm !memo r y ! i s ! p o o r . ! !
!
!
T h e s e ! a r e n ’ t ! t h e ! o n l y ! r e a s o n s !w h y !m y ! p r o c e s s i n g ! s p e e d ! i s !
s l ow e r , ! b u t ! p a r t ! o f ! h a v i n g ! d y s l e x i a ! i s ! t h e ! f a c t ! w e ! u s e ! a !
d i f f e r e n t ! p a r t ! o f ! t h e ! b r a i n , ! a s !m e n t i o n e d ! p r e v i o u s l y . ! U s i n g !
t h e ! o t h e r ! s i d e ! o f ! t h e ! b r a i n !m e a n s ! t h a t ! o u r ! p r o b l em ! s o l v i n g !
m e c h a n i sm s ! a r e ! d i f f e r e n t ! a n d ! t h a t ! d e p e n d i n g ! o n ! t h e ! k i n d !
o f ! d y s l e x i a ! a n ! i n d i v i d u a l ! h a s ! p r o b l em ! s o l v i n g ! c a n ! c a u s e !
sm a l l ! b a r r i e r s ! s u c h ! a s : !
!
!

!  To o !mu c h ! i n f o rma t i o n ! c a n ! o v e r l o a d ! t h e ! b r a i n ! t h a t !
i n e v i t a b l y ! c a u s e s ! p a n i c ! a n d ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n ! t h e n !
b e c ome s ! j umb l e d ! a n d ! u n c l e a r . !

!  P r o b l em ! s o l v i n g ! u s u a l l y ! t a k e s ! s ome o n e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a !
t w i c e ! a s ! l o n g , ! r e s u l t i n g ! i n ! a ! l e n g t h i l y ! p r o c e s s . !

!  V a g u e ! s h o r t ? t e rm !memo r y . !
!  Mo s t ! w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! r e c o r d ! a n d ! d o c umen t ! a s !mu c h !

i n f o rma t i o n ! a s ! t h e y ! c a n ! o n ! p a p e r ! i n ! c a s e ! t h e y ! f o r g e t !
o r !m i s i n t e r p r e t ! s ome t h i n g . ! H owe v e r , ! t o o !mu c h !
i n f o rma t i o n ! o n ! a ! p a g e ! c a u s e s ! c o n f u s i o n ! a n d ! t h e ! b r a i n !
i s ! u n a b l e ! t o ! p r o c e s s ! t h e ! n o t e s ! t a k e n . ! T h i s ! u s u a l l y !
h a p p e n s !w h e n ! a ! d o c umen t ! i s n ’ t ! e v e n l y ! s p a c e d , ! t h e r e !
i s ! n o ! c o l o u r ! p a p e r ! a n d ! b l a c k ! t e x t ! i s ! p r i n t e d ! o n ! a !
w h i t e ! b a c k g r o u n d . ! !

! !
!
!
O t h e r ! p a r t s ! o f !m y ! d y s l e x i a , ! w h i c h ! I ! h a v e ! b r i e f l y ! t o u c h e d !
u p o n , ! a r e !m y ! s h o r t ! a n d ! l o n g ? t e rm !memo r y . ! I f ! i n f o rma t i o n !
i s ! g i v e n ! t o o ! q u i c k l y ! I ! o f t e n !m i s s ! i t ! o r ! i f ! i n f o rma t i o n ! i s !
g i v e n ! i n ! s u c h ! a ! w a y ! t h a t ! I ! f e e l ! o v e r l o a d e d ! I ! c a n ! n e i t h e r !
r ememb e r ! i t ! o r ! p r o c e s s ! i t . !
!
!
A l t h o u g h ! t h e r e ! a r e ! s t i l l ! a ! f ew ! i s s u e s ! t h a t ! s t i l l ! n e e d ! t o ! b e !
d e v e l o p e d ! a n d ! a d d r e s s e d ! I ! h a v e ! o v e r c ome ! c e r t a i n ! a s p e c t s , !
w h i c h ! i n ! t u r n ! h a v e ! t u r n e d ! i n t o ! s t r e n g t h s . ! L i s t e d ! b e l ow ! a r e !
m y ! s t r e n g t h s ! a n d !m y !w e a k n e s s e s ! t h a t ! I ! h a v e ! e i t h e r !
o v e r c ome , ! d e v e l o p e d ! o r ! a r e ! c u r r e n t l y ! a ! w o r k ! i n ! p r o g r e s s . !
!



)

)

S t r e n g t h s ) a nd )weakne s s e s ) )
!
!
S t r e n g t h s ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

!  Lon g < t e rm !Memo r y ? ! o n c e ! s ome t h i n g ! h a s ! g o n e ! i n t o !
m y ! l o n g ? t e rm !memo r y ! i t ! u s u a l l y ! s t a y s ! f o r ! a ! l o n g !
p e r i o d ! o f ! t im e . ! I ! c a n ! u s u a l l y ! r e ? v i s i t ! s ome t h i n g ! a n d !
m y ! b r a i n ! r ememb e r s ! t h e !m a j o r i t y ! o f ! i t . !

!  Na r r a t i v e ! & ! C r e a t i v i t y ! – ! u s i n g ! n a r r a t i v e ! t o ! c r e a t e ! a !
s t o r y ! f o r ! w r i t i n g , ! r e a d i n g ! a n d ! f o r !m emo r y ! p u r p o s e s !
( v i s u a l ! im a g e r y ) . !

!  Pho t o g r aph i c !Memo r y ? ! t h i s ! i s ! u s u a l l y ! e n h a n c e d ! b y !
t h e ! c o l o u r ! c o d i n g !w o r k ! t h a t ! I ! d o ! b o t h ! o n !m y ! s c o r e s !
a n d ! i n !m y !w r i t t e n !w o r k . ! I ! a l s o ! u s e !
p i c t u r e s / p h o t o g r a p h s ! t o ! c r e a t e ! a ! s l i d e ! s h ow ! f o r ! a !
p i e c e ! o f ! t e x t , ! s c r i p t ! o r ! a r i a ! t o ! c r e a t e ! a ! s t o r y ! l i n e ! t h a t !
a i d s !m e ! i n !m y !m emo r i s a t i o n . ! ! !

!  Co l o u r ! C od i n g ? ! s imp l y ! p r i n t i n g !w o r k ! o r !mu s i c ! o f f ! o n !
a ! c o l o u r e d ! p a p e r ! ( u s u a l l y !m i n t ! g r e e n ! o r ! l emon !
y e l l ow ) ! a l l ow s !m e ! t o ! s e e !m y !w o r k ! b e t t e r ! v i s u a l l y ; ! t h e !
b r a i n ! a l s o ! p r o c e s s e s ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n ! d i f f e r e n t l y . !
C o l o u r ! c o d i n g ! a n d ! h i g h l i g h t i n g ! t e x t ! i s ! a l s o ! e x t r eme l y !
u s e f u l ! a s ! i t ! s e p a r a t e s ! w o r d ! s o u n d s , ! s h ow i n g ! a ! c l e a r !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! t o ! t h e ! o r i g i n a l ! t e x t ! a n d ! p r omo t e s !
p h o t o g r a p h i c !m emo r y ! f o r ! p u b l i c ! s p e a k i n g ! o r !
p e r f o rman c e . ! ( P l e a s e ! n o t e ! t h a t ! e v e r y ! i n d i v i d u a l ! w i t h !
d y s l e x i a ! w i l l ! u s e ! d i f f e r e n t ! c o l o u r s ! d e p e n d i n g ! o n !
t h e i r ! p r e f e r e n c e ) . !

!  !Au r a l ? ! I ! h a v e ! f o u n d ! t h r o u g h o u t ! t h e ! y e a r s ! t h a t !
s ome t im e s !w o r k i n g ! a u r a l l y , ! f o r ! e x amp l e ! r e p e a t e d l y !
s p e a k i n g ! o r ! s i n g i n g ! a ! p h r a s e ! h e l p s ! w i t h !mu s c u l a r !
m emo r y ! a n d ! c omb a t i n g ! a n y ! i s s u e s !w i t h ! p r o c e s s i n g !
i n f o rma t i o n ! o r ! s e p a r a t i n g ! s o u n d s ! o f ! w o r d s . !

!  Phy s i c a l ! & !Mu s c u l a r !Memo r y ? ! m a k i n g ! s ome t h i n g !
p h y s i c a l ! ( u s i n g ! y o u r ! b o d y ) ! o r !m a k i n g ! a ! s e q u e n c e ! o f !
m o v e s ! t o ! h e l p !w i t h !m emo r y . ! A ! t e c h n i q u e ! t h a t ! c o u l d !
b e ! c ommon l y ! u s e d !w i t h ! d a n c e r s , ! a c t o r s ! o r ! s i n g e r s . ! !

!  Work i n g ! L on g e r ! Hou r s < ! h a v i n g ! d y s l e x i a ! I ! a l w a y s !
f i n d ! t h a t !m y !w o r k !wh e t h e r ! i t ! b e ! s i n g i n g , ! r e a d i n g ! o r !
w r i t t e n , ! t a k e s !m e ! tw i c e ! a s ! l o n g . ! I ! h a v e ! r e a l i s e d ! t h i s !
a n d ! I ! d o n ’ t !m i n d ! t a k i n g ! t h e ! t im e ! t o ! w o r k ! s l ow e r ! a n d !
l o n g e r ! h o u r s ! s o ! t h a t ! t h e ! c o r r e c t ! i n f o rma t i o n ! i s !
p r o c e s s e d ! a n d ! l e a r n t ! a c c u r a t l e y . ! !

!



!
!
We akne s s e s !
!

!  Read i n g ? ! e v e n ! t h o u g h ! I ! e n j o y ! r e a d i n g , ! I ! f i n d ! t h a t !
o c c a s i o n a l y ! I ! h a v e ! t o ! r e ? r e a d ! a ! p a r a g r a h ! o r ! p a g e ! t o !
u n d e r s t a n d ! a n d ! p r o c e s s ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n ! c o r r e c t l l y . !
M y ! r e a d i n g ! i s ! g e n e r a l l y ! s l ow e r ! t h a n ! t h e ! a v e r a g e ! a n d !
h a v i n g ! t o ! r e a d ! s ome t h i n g ! o u t l o u d ! f o r ! t h e ! f i r s t ! t im e ! I !
t e n d ! t o ! s k i p !w o r d s ! o r !m i s p r o u n c e ! t h em ! a s !m y ! b r a i n !
s e e ’ s ! t h e ! w o r d ! f o rma t e d ! d i f f e r e n t l y . ! !

!  S p e ak i n g ! Ou t l o ud ? ! I ! am ! u s u a l l y ! e x t r eme l y !
c om f o r t a b l e ! w i t h ! s p e a k i n g ! o u t l o u d ! b u t ! o n ! t h e ! o d d !
o c c a s i o n ! I ! s t u t t e r ! a s ! I ! l o o s e ! t h e ! s e n s e ! a n d ! s o u n d ! o f !
t h e !w o r d . ! H a v i n g ! t o ! s p e a k ! o u t l o u d !w i t h o u t ! r e a d i n g !
t h e ! t e x t ! p r e v i o u s l y ! i s ! a g a i n ! s ome t h i n g ! I ! am ! n o t !
c om f o r t a b l e . !

!  Wr i t i n g ? ! w r i t i n g ! i s ! a n ! o n g o i n g ! d e v e l o pmen t ! a s ! I !
s t r u g g l e ! s t r u c t u r i n g ! s e n t e n c e s ! a n d ! u s i n g ! g r amma r !
a n d ! p u n c t u a t i o n ! p r o p e r l y . ! I ! d o ! h a v e ! t o ! h a v e ! a ! s e c o n d !
p a i r ! o f ! e y e s ! t o ! r e a d ! o v e r !m y !w o r k ! a s ! t h e r e ! a r e !m a n y !
e l emen t s ! a n d !m i s t a k e s ! t h a t ! I ! m i s s . ! H owe v e r , ! o n ! t h e !
o d d ! o c c a s i o n ! I ! h a v e ! p i c k e d ! u p ! g r amma t i c a l , ! s t r u c t u r e !
a n d ! s p e l l i n g !m i s t a k e s ! a f t e r ! l e a v i n g !m y !w r i t t e n !w o r k !
a n d ! c om i n g ! b a c k ! t o ! i t . ! !

!  Memor y < ! a s !m e n t i o n e d ! p r e v i o u s l y !m y ! s h o r t ! t e rm !
memo r y ! i s ! p o o r , ! w h i c h !m e a n s ! t h a t ! I ! t e n d ! t o ! f o r g e t !
t h i n g s ! s h o r t l y ! a f t e r ! t h e y ! h a v e ! b e e n ! s a i d , ! e s p e c i a l l y ! i f !
I ! h a v e ! t o !m emo r i s e ! t e x t ! q u i c k l y . ! T h o u g h !m y ! l o n g !
t e rm !memo r y ! i s ! u s u a l l y ! q u i t e ! s u f f i c i e n t , ! h ow e v e r ! i t !
d o e s ! t a k e ! a ! w h i l e ! f o r ! i t ! t o ! b e c ome ! p a r t ! o f !m y !
mu s c u l a r !m emo r y . ! !

!
!
!
B e l ow ! a r e ! t w o ! p i e ! c h a r t s ! r e p r e s e n t i n g !m y ! s t r e n g t h s ! a n d !
m y !w e a k n e s s e s . ! T h e ! s t r e n g t h ! c h a r t ! s h ow s !wh a t ! I !
p e r s o n a l l y ! f e e l ! i s !m y ! s t r o n g e s t ! a t t r i b u t e s ! a n d ! s im i l a r l y !
t h e !w e a k n e s s ! c h a r t ! r e p r e s e n t s ! a s p e c t s ! o f !m y ! d y s l e x i a ! t h a t !
n e e d ! d e v e l o p i n g ! f u r t h e r .!!!



!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
E v e n ! t h o u g h ! I ! h a v e ! l i s t e d ! b o t h !m y ! s t r e n g t h s ! a n d !m y !
w e a k n e s s e s ! t h e r e ! a r e ! a s p e c t s ! o f !m y ! d y s l e x i a ! e v e n ! i f ! t h e y !
a r e ! l i s t e d ! a s ! s t r e n g t h s ! t h a t ! I ! n e e d ! t o ! d e v e l o p ! f u r t h e r . !
B e i n g ! a ! s i n g e r /mu s i c i a n ! a n d ! h a v i n g ! t o ! d e a l ! w i t h ! t e x t , !
l a n g u a g e , ! g r amma r ! a n d !m emo r y ! o n ! d a i l y ! b a s i s ! r e q u i r e s !
c o n s t a n t ! a t t e n t i o n ! a n d ! d e v e l o pmen t . ! !

Strenghts!!

Narrative!&!Creativity!!

Long!Term!Memory!

Photographic!Memory!

Colour!Coding!

Aural!!

Physical!&!Muscular!Memory!

Longer!Hours!

Weaknesses!

Reading!

Writing!

Speaking!Outloud!

Memory!!
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Mus i c i an s )& )Dys l ex i a ) )
!
!
I ! h a v e ! f o u n d ! t h a t ! t h e !m a j o r i t y ! o f !mu s i c i a n s ! t h a t ! I ! h a v e !
m e t ! t h r o u g h o u t !m y ! s t u d i e s ! a n d ! p r o f e s s i o n a l ! w o r k ! h a v e !
d y s l e x i a . ! A l t h o u g h ! i n ! t o d a y ’ s ! w o r l d ! w e ! r e c e i v e ! e x t r a ! h e l p !
t h r o u g h o u t !m o s t ! o f ! o u r ! s t u d e n t ! l i v e s ! I ! h a v e ! d i s c o v e r e d !
t h a t !m o s t !mu s i c i a n s ! d o ! n o t ! h a v e ! a n y ! s t r a t e g i e s ! i n ! p l a c e ! t o !
h e l p ! a i d ! t h e i r ! d y s l e x i a , ! p o t e n t i a l l y !m a k i n g ! s t u d y i n g ! a n d !
p r o f e s s i o n a l ! w o r k !mo r e ! d i f f i c u l t ! t h a n ! n e e d e d . ! O f ! c o u r s e !
t h e r e ! a r e ! d i f f e r e n t ! f o rm s ! a n d ! s e v e r i t i e s ! o f ! d y s l e x i a ! a n d !
s ome ! s t u d e n t s ! d o ! h i g h l i g h t ! a n d ! u s e ! c o l o u r e d ! p a p e r , !
h ow e v e r ! t h e !m a j o r i t y ! d o ! v e r y ! l i t t l e . ! T h i s ! i s ! s u b j e c t ! t o !
d y s l e x i a ! b e i n g ! s e e n ! a s ! s ome t h i n g ! t h a t ! e f f e c t s ! w r i t i n g , !
r e a d i n g , ! s p e a k i n g ! a n d ! p r o c e s s i n g ! i n f o rma t i o n ; ! g e n e r a l l y !
a c a d em i c . ! !
!
!
I ! am ! n o t ! s u g g e s t i n g ! t h a t ! t h e s e ! v a r i o u s ! e l em en t s ! a r e n ’ t !
i n c o r p o r a t e d ! i n t o !mu s i c ! b u t ! a s !mu s i c i a n s !w e ! h a v e ! t o ! r e a d !
mu s i c ! i n c l u d i n g ! n ume r o u s ! p e r f o rman c e !m a r k i n g s ! a n d !
t empo !m a r k i n g s . ! O n ! t o p ! o f ! i t ! a l l ! s i n g e r s ! h a v e ! t o !
u n d e r s t a n d ! a n d !m emo r i s e ! t e x t ! t h a t ! u s u a l l y ! i s n ’ t ! t h e i r ! f i r s t !
l a n g u a g e , ! w h i l e ! t r y i n g ! t o !m a i n t a i n ! a ! r e a l ! s e n s e ! o f !
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ! e s p e c i a l l y ! d u r i n g ! p e r f o rman c e . ! !
!
!
T h e r e ! r e a l l y ! i s n ’ t ! a n y ! f o rma l ! w a y ! o f ! a p p r o a c h i n g !mu s i c !
l i k e ! w h a t ! w e ! h a v e ! i n ! p l a c e ! f o r ! a c a d em i c ! w o r k ; ! i t ! t e n d s ! t o !
b e ! a ! v e r y ! i n d i v i d u a l ! p r o c e s s . ! H owe v e r , ! i f ! m u s i c i a n s ! h a d !
mo r e ! o f ! a ! b a s i c ! s t r u c t u r e ! i n ! p l a c e ! t o ! h e l p !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a !
w h e n ! a p p r o a c h i n g !mu s i c ! w e !w o u l d ! b e n e f i t ! a s ! p e r f o rme r s !
a s ! i t ! w o u l d ! e n h a n c e ! o u r ! d e v e l o pmen t ! a n d ! g r ow t h ! a s !
a r t i s t s . ! !
!
!
T h e r e ! a r e ! a l s o ! o t h e r ! c o n t r i b u t i n g ! f a c t o r s ! i f ! m u s i c i a n s !
u s e d ! s t r a t e g i e s ! w i t h i n ! t h e i r !mu s i c ! p r e p a r a t i o n . ! T h e s e !
w o u l d ! i n c l u d e ! l e a r n i n g , ! p r a c t i c e ! a n d ! p e r f o rman c e ! s u c h ! a s !
p r omo t i n g ! d e v e l o pmen t ! w i t h ! l o n g ! a n d ! s h o r t ? t e rm !memo r y , !
l e a r n i n g ! t h e ! t e x t ! c o r r e c t l y , ! t r a n s l a t i o n s , ! i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , !
n a r r a t i v e ! a n d !mu s i c a l i t y . ! !
!
!
!



S o !wh a t ! a r e ! t h e ! s ome ! o f ! t h e ! d i l emma s ! a n d ! a d v a n t a g e s !w e !
f a c e ! a s ! s i n g e r s ! w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! w h e n ! a p p r o a c h i n g ! o r !
l e a r n i n g !mu s i c ? !
!
!

!
!
!
!
A s ! y o u ! c a n ! s e e ! f r om ! t h e ! p y r am i d s ! a b o v e , ! t h e ! c o l o u r s !
r e p r e s e n t ! t h e ! d i f f e r e n t ! d e g r e e s ! o f ! a d v a n t a g e s ! a n d !
d i l emma s , ! s u c h ! a s !m emo r y , ! t e x t , ! a n d ! p h o n e t i c s ! o r !
n a r r a t i v e . ! A !mu s i c i a n !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! e i t h e r ! o n e ! o f ! t h e s e !
a r e a s ! c o u l d ! b e ! a d v a n t a g e ! o r ! a ! d i l emma ! t h a t ! c o u l d ! r e q u i r e !
mo r e ! a t t e n t i o n ! a n d ! d e v e l o pmen t . !
!
!
T h i s ! i s n ’ t ! t o ! s a y ! t h a t ! e v e r y o n e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! h a s ! t h e ! s ame !
d e g r e e ! o f ! a d v a n t a g e s ! a n d ! d i l emma s ! b u t ! r a t h e r ! i t ! w a s ! a n !
o v e r a l l ! c a l c u l a t i o n !m a d e ! b y ! g e n e r a l ! k n ow l e d g e , !m y ! own !
d e v e l o pmen t ! a n d ! c o n v e r s a t i o n s !w i t h ! o t h e r !mu s i c i a n s !w h o !
h a v e ! d y s l e x i a . ! !
!
!
!

S t r a t e g i e s ) )
!
!
A s !m e n t i o n e d ! p r e v i o u s l y ! t h e r e ! a r e !m a n y ! s t r a t e g i e s ! i n !
p l a c e ! t o ! h e l p ! d e v e l o p ! o r ! a i d ! t h o s e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a . ! H owe v e r , !
t h i s ! g e n e r a l l y ! t e n d s ! t o ! b e ! f o r ! r e a d i n g , ! w r i t i n g ! a n d !
v i s u a l i s a t i o n ! p u r p o s e s . ! I ! h a v e ! b e e n ! t o l d ! p r e v i o u s l y ! t o ! u s e !
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c o l o u r e d ! l e n s e s ! a n d ! c o l o u r e d ! p a p e r ! d e p e n d i n g ! o n !m y !
p r e f e r e n c e ! o r ! t o ! u s e ! s o f tw a r e ! p r o v i d e d ! b y ! t h e ! D SA !
( D i s a b l e d ! S t u d e n t s ! A l l ow a n c e ) ! t h a t ! r e a d s ! b a c k !m y !w o r k !
v e r b a l l y . ! !
!
!
A l t h o u g h ! I ! h a v e ! u s e d ! t h i s ! f a n t a s t i c ! p i e c e ! o f ! s o f tw a r e !
r e g u l a r l y ! f o r !m y !w r i t t e n !w o r k ! t o ! d e v e l o p !m y ! a u r a l ! s k i l l s !
f u r t h e r ! i t ! d o e s n ’ t ! s e em ! t o ! h a v e ! a n y !m e c h a n i sm s ! t h a t !
w o u l d ! a l l ow !m e l o d y ! t o ! b e ! a p a r t ! o f ! i t . ! T h e r e ! a r e ! o t h e r !
p r o g r amme s ! t h a t ! w i l l ! r e a d ! t e x t ! i n ! d i f f e r e n t ! l a n g u a g e s ! t o !
h e l p ! w i t h ! p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! b u t ! n o ! r e a l ! s o f tw a r e ! t h a t !
i n c o r p o r a t e s ! a u r a l , ! t e x t ! ( F r e n c h , ! E n g l i s h , ! G e rman ! e t c ) , !
c o l o u r ! ( h i g h l i g h t i n g ! o r ! c o l o u r ! c o d i n g ! t h e ! d i f f e r e n t ! t e x t ) !
f o r ! v i s u a l ! p u r p o s e s ! o r ! s ome ! s o r t ! o f !m e l o d y ! t h a t ! w o u l d !
h e l p ! w i t h ! p r e p a r a t i o n ! a n d !m emo r i s a t i o n ! o f !mu s i c . ! !
!
!
B y !m e l o d y ! I !m e a n ! t h a t ! a ! s imp l e !m e l o d i c ! l i n e ! s h o u l d ! b e !
p l a y e d ! ( o n ! t h e ! p i a n o ) ! b o t h ! s l ow e r ! a n d ! t h e n ! a t ! t empo ! s o !
t h a t ! t h e ! i n d i v i d u a l ! c a n ! s p e a k ! t h e ! t e x t ! o u t ! w i t h ! t h e !m e l o d y !
u n d e r n e a t h ! t o ! a b s o r b ! b o t h ! t h e ! t e x t ! a n d ! t h e !m e l o d y . ! T h i s !
i s ! a ! s t r a t e g y ! t h a t ! I ! h a v e ! u s e d ! i n ! t h e ! p a s t ! b y ! r e c o r d i n g !
m y s e l f ! p l a y i n g ! t h e ! v o c a l ! l i n e ! o n ! t h e ! p i a n o . ! F i r s t l y ! I ! w o u l d !
s p e a k ! t h e ! t e x t ! s l ow ! t h e n ! a t ! t empo ! b e f o r e ! e v e n ! a t t emp t i n g !
t o ! a d d ! p i t c h . ! H owe v e r , ! I ! am ! c o n c e r n e d ! t h a t ! i f ! t e x t ! i s n ’ t ! i n !
m y ! f i r s t ! l a n g u a g e ! t h a t ! I ! am ! p r o n o u n c i n g ! t h e ! t e x t !
i n c o r r e c t l y ! a n d !w o r k i n g ! i t ! i n t o !m y !mu s c u l a r !m emo r y !
w r o n g l y ! i n e v i t a b l y !m a k i n g ! i t ! h a r d e r ! t o ! c o r r e c t . !
!
!
H a v i n g !m e n t i o n e d ! e a r l i e r ! a b o u t ! s o f tw a r e ! n o t ! i n c l u d i n g !
m e l o d y ! a n d ! s p o k e n ! t e x t , ! p e r h a p s ! i t ’ s ! s ome t h i n g ! t h a t !
mu s i c i a n s , ! e s p e c i a l l y ! s i n g e r s ! c o u l d ! d e v e l o p ! f u r t h e r ! ( e v e n !
t h o s e !w i t h o u t ! d y s l e x i a ) ! t o ! c r e a t e ! a ! n ew ! p i e c e ! o f ! s o f tw a r e !
t h a t ! w o u l d ! a i d ! l e a r n i n g ! n ew !mu s i c ! a n d ! l a n g u a g e s . ! T h i s !
s o f tw a r e !w o u l d ! a l s o ! s u p p o r t ! t h o s e !w h o ! s t r u g g l e ! w i t h !
p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! a n d ! t h o s e ! t h a t ! r e l y ! h e a v i l y ! o n ! r e c o r d i n g s ! t o !
l e a r n ! t h e i r ! v o c a l !m e l o d y . ! !
!
!
!
!

Othe r s )& ) T he i r ) S t r a t e g i e s ) ( App roa ch i n g )Mu s i c ) )
!
!
I ! g a v e ! i n t e r v i ew s ! t o ! t w o ! p e o p l e , ! o n e ! o f ! t h e ! i n t e r v i ew e e s !
d i d n ’ t ! h a v e ! d y s l e x i a ! a n d ! t h e ! o t h e r ! h a d ! b e e n ! d i a g n o s e d !



w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! l i k e !m y s e l f ! i n ! t h e i r ! s e c o n d ! y e a r ! o f ! t h e i r !
u n d e r g r a d u a t e ! d e g r e e . ! T h e ! i n t e r v i ew s !w e r e ! b a s e d ! o n ! t h e i r !
own ! i n d i v i d u a l ! a p p r o a c h ! t o ! l e a r n i n g ! r e p e r t o i r e ! a n d ! i f !
t h e r e !w e r e ! a n y ! p e r s o n a l ! d e v e l o pmen t s ! o r ! p r o b l em s ! t h a t !
o c c u r r e d ! d u r i n g ! t h i s ! p r o c e s s . ! !
!
!
A f t e r ! i n t e r v i ew i n g ! b o t h ! p a r t i c i p a n t s ! t h e r e ! w e r e ! v e r y !
s im i l a r ! i n ! t h e y ’ r e ! a p p r o a c h e s ! d e s p i t e ! o n e ! h a v i n g ! d y s l e x i a ; !
t h i s ! a l s o ! d e p e n d s ! o n ! t h e ! k i n d ! a n d ! t h e ! d e g r e e ! o f ! d y s l e x i a . ! !
B o t h ! p a r t i c i p a n t s ! s a i d ! t h a t ! t h e y !m a k e ! t h e i r ! own !m a r k i n g s !
o n ! t h e i r ! s c o r e s ! w i t h ! a ! p e n c i l ! o n ! a ! w h i t e ! b a c k g r o u n d . ! T h i s !
w o u l d ! i n c l u d e ! t h e y ’ r e ! own ! p e r s o n a l i s e d ! p h o n e t i c s ! t o ! h e l p !
w i t h ! p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! o r ! w o r d s ! t h a t ! t h e y ! c o n t i n u o u s l y !
m i s p r o n o u n c e d . ! O t h e r !m a r k i n g s ! i n c l u d e d ! c i r c l i n g ! a n y t h i n g !
t h a t ! i s ! e i t h e r ! i n a c c u r a t e ! o r ! a ! r e g u l a r !m i s t a k e !m a d e ! d u r i n g !
l e s s o n s ! o r ! r e h e a r s a l s . !
!
T h e r e !w a s ! n o !m e n t i o n ! o f ! u s i n g ! d i f f e r e n t ! c o l o u r e d ! p a p e r ! o r !
h i g h l i g h t i n g ! t h e i r ! own ! v o c a l ! l i n e , ! u n l e s s ! i t ! w a s ! f o r ! c h o r a l !
o r ! c h o r u s !w o r k ! o r ! a ! h a n dw r i t t e n ! s c o r e !w h e r e ! t h e i r ! v o c a l !
l i n e ! w a s n ’ t ! c l e a r . ! !
!
!
A s ! f a r ! a s ! s t r a t e g i e s ! f o r !m emo r i s a t i o n ! o f ! t e x t ! a n d !m e l o d y !
g o , ! i n ! b o t h ! q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ! t h e r e !w a s ! a ! r e c u r r e n t ! t h eme ! t o !
l e a r n i n g !mu s i c ! t h r o u g h ! r e p e t i t i o n ! i n ! l e s s o n s ! a n d !
r e h e a r s a l s . ! T h e r e !w a s ! n o !m e n t i o n ! o f ! a n y !m emo r i s a t i o n !
s t r a t e g i e s . !
!
!
I ! f o u n d ! b o t h ! h a d ! n o ! r e a l ! s t r u c t u r e ! i n ! p l a c e ! t o ! e n h a n c e !
t h e i r ! l e a r n i n g ! p r o c e s s ! a n d ! n e i t h e r ! h a d ! r e a l l y ! t r i e d ! t o !
d e v e l o p ! o n e ! e i t h e r . ! G e n e r a l l y ! t h i s ! i s ! d u e ! t o ! t h e ! i n d i v i d u a l , !
s ome ! c a n ! l e a r n ! t e x t ! a n d !m e l o d y ! v e r y ! q u i c k l y ! a n d ! h a v e ! a n !
e x c e l l e n t ! s h o r t ? t e rm !memo r y ! a n d ! r e q u i r e ! n o ! e x t r a ! h e l p . !
Wh i l e ! o t h e r s !m a y ! b e n e f i t ! f r om ! a ! l i t t l e ! s t r u c t u r e ! a n d !
d e v i s i n g ! s ome ! s t r a t e g y ! t o ! h e l p ! r a t h e r ! t h a n ! t a k e ! tw i c e ! t h e !
amoun t ! o f ! t im e ! t o ! l e a r n ! a ! p i e c e . ! !
!
!
B e f o r e ! I ! s t a r t e d ! e x p e r im e n t i n g !w i t h ! v a r i o u s ! s t r a t e g i e s ! t o !
h e l p ! w i t h ! l e a r n i n g ! I ! w o u l d ! j u s t ! s imp l y !m a r k ! i n !m y !
t r a n s l a t i o n !w i t h ! p e n c i l ! o n ! a ! w h i t e ! b a c k g r o u n d ! a n d !m a r k !
u p !w i t h !m y ! own ! p h o n e t i c s . ! I ! f o u n d ! t h a t ! t h e ! t e x t !m e r g e d ! i n !
t o g e t h e r ! a n d ! I ! c o u l d n ’ t ! r e a l l y ! f o c u s ! o n ! b o t h ! t h e !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! a n d ! o r i g i n a l ! l a n g u a g e ! o f ! t h e ! t e x t , ! w h i c h ! i n !
t u r n ! a f f e c t e d !m y !m emo r i s a t i o n . ! I t ! a l s o ! a f f e c t e d ! t h e ! c l a r i t y !
o f ! t h e ! w o r d s ! a n d ! I ! w o u l d ! o f t e n ! f i n d !m y s e l f !



m i s p r o n o u n c i n g ! a n d ! n o t ! b e i n g ! a b l e ! t o ! r ememb e r ! t h e !w o r d s !
c l e a r l y ! b e c a u s e ! o f ! t h e ! l a c k ! o f ! d i s t i n c t i o n ! b e tw e e n ! t h e !
v ow e l s ! a n d ! c o n s o n a n t s !
!
!
E s s e n t i a l l y ! t h i s ! i s ! h ow ! I ! s t a r t e d ! e x p e r im e n t i n g !w i t h !
d i f f e r e n t ! l e a r n i n g ! s t r a t e g i e s ! a n d ! d e v e l o p i n g ! t h e ! d i f f e r e n t !
w a y s ! I ! a p p r o a c h ! n ew ! r e p e r t o i r e . ! !

)

My )Own ) S t r a t e g i e s ) ( App roa ch i n g )Mu s i c ) )
!
A s !m e n t i o n e d ! p r e v i o u s l y ! s ome ! o f !m y ! own ! s t r a t e g i e s ! u s e d !
t o ! b e ! v e r y ! s im i l a r ! t o ! t h o s e ! t h a t ! w e r e ! i n t e r v i ew e d ! a b o v e . !
H owe v e r , ! d u e ! t o ! n ume r o u s ! a t t emp t s ! t o ! k e e p ! t h i n g s ! s imp l e !
i t ! r e s u l t e d ! i n !m y !w o r k ! t a k i n g !m e ! tw i c e ! a s ! l o n g ! a n d !
o c c a s i o n a l l y ! I ! d i d n ’ t ! l e a r n !m y !mu s i c ! a n d ! t e x t ! a s ! p r e c i s e l y !
a s ! I ’ d ! l i k e . ! !
!
!
M y ! s t r u c t u r e ! a n d !m y ! s t r a t e g i e s ! a r e ! l i s t e d ! b e l ow . ! T h e y !
e x p l a i n !w h a t ! w o r k s , ! w h a t ! w a s ! e f f e c t i v e , ! w h a t ! w a s n ’ t , ! w h y !
I ! c h o s e ! t o ! u s e ! t h e s e ! p a r t i c u l a r ! k i n d s ! o f ! s t r a t e g i e s ? ! H a v e ! I !
h a d ! p o s i t i v e ! o r ! n e g a t i v e ! r e s u l t s ! a n d !wh a t ! n e e d s ! t o ! b e !
d e v e l o p e d ! f u r t h e r ? ! !
!
!

!  Pho t o c op y i n g ! & ! T ap i n g !Mu s i c !
!
O n c e ! I ! h a v e ! c h o s e n ! a ! s o n g ! o r ! a n ! a r i a !m a n y ! o f !m y !
c o l l e a g u e s ! c a n ! s imp l y !w o r k ! f r om ! t h e ! o r i g i n a l ! s c o r e !
m a k i n g ! v e r y ! l i t t l e ! n o t e s ! o t h e r ! t h a n ! s ome ! a d j u s tm e n t s !
t o ! t h e i r ! p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! o r ! p e r f o rman c e !m a r k i n g s . ! !
!
!
I ! s t a r t ! b y ! p h o t o c o p y i n g ! e v e r y ! p a g e ! o f ! t h e ! s o n g / a r i a , !
o c c a s i o n a l l y ! i f ! t h e ! t e x t ! a n d !mu s i c ! a r e ! p a r t i c u l a r l y !
h a r d ! t o ! s e e ! o r ! h a n dw r i t t e n ! I ! w i l l ! c o p y ! t h e ! p i e c e ! o n t o !
c o l o u r ! p a p e r ! (m i n t ! g r e e n , ! y e l l ow ! o r ! h o t ! p i n k ) . !
C o p y i n g ! o n t o ! c o l o u r e d ! p a p e r ! e n h a n c e s ! t h e !w a y ! t h e !
t e x t ! i s ! s e e n ! v i s u a l l y , ! e s p e c i a l l y ! f o r ! s ome o n e !wh o ! h a s !
d y s l e x i a . ! I t ! a l s o !m a k e s ! t h e ! l e a r n i n g ! a n d !m emo r i s i n g !
p r o c e s s ! t h a t !mu c h ! e a s i e r . !
!
!
P h o t o c o p y i n g !m y !mu s i c ! e n s u r e s ! t h a t ! I ! c a n !m a k e ! a n y !
n o t e s ! w i t h o u t ! w o r r y i n g ! a b o u t ! d ama g i n g ! o r i g i n a l !
s c o r e s . ! I ! h a v e ! h owe v e r ! c o l o u r e d ! c o d e d ! a n d !m a d e ! v a s t !



n o t e s ! o n !m y ! own ! o p e r a t i c ! s c o r e s ! s u c h ! a s ! L a ! C l em e n z a !
d i ! T i t o ! (M o z a r t ) ! a f t e r ! c o v e r i n g ! t h e ! r o l e ! o f ! A n n i o ! f o r !
t h e ! O p e r a ! S c h o o l . ! T h e r e ! a r e ! p r o s ! a n d ! c o n s !w i t h ! u s i n g !
t h i s ! a p p r o a c h . ! I t ! m e a n s ! t h a t ! i f ! y o u !w e r e ! t o ! e v e r ! l o o k !
a n d ! r e v i s i t ! t h e ! r o l e ! a g a i n !w i t h ! a ! d i f f e r e n t ! d i r e c t o r !
a n d ! c omp a n y ! s ome ! o f ! t h e ! n o t e s !m a d e !m a y ! c o n f l i c t !
o n e ! a n o t h e r , ! e v e n ! t h o u g h ! y o u !w o u l d ! n e v e r ! h a v e ! t o !
t r a n s l a t e ! t h e ! o p e r a ! a g a i n ! i f ! i t ! w a s ! t h e ! s ame ! e d i t i o n . !
!
!
A f t e r ! p h o t o c o p y i n g ! I ! t a p e !m y !mu s i c ! t o g e t h e r , ! m u c h !
l i k e ! a ! p i a n i s t ! o r ! a c c omp a n i s t ! w o u l d ! i f ! t h e y ! r e c e i v e d !
s i n g l e ! s h e e t s . ! T h i s ! b r i n g s ! s t r u c t u r e ! t o !m y ! l e a r n i n g !
b e c a u s e ! t h e !mu s i c ! a p p e a r s ! t o ! b e !mo r e ! l i k e ! a ! s c o r e . ! I !
h a v e ! n o ! c o n c e r n s ! a b o u t ! t u r n i n g ! p a g e s ! o r ! g e t t i n g !
t h em ! i n ! t h e !w r o n g ! o r d e r ! a n d ! f i n a l l y ! a r r a n g i n g ! t h e !
p a g e s ! i n ! s u c h ! a ! w a y ! e n c o u r a g e s ! t h e ! b r a i n ! t o !
s t r u c t u r e ! t h e !mu s i c ! t h o r o u g h l y ; ! e v e n ! p r omo t i n g !
p h o t o g r a p h i c !m emo r y ! f o r ! p e r f o rman c e ! p u r p o s e s . ! !
!
!
!

!  Re s e a r c h i n g ! t h e ! Op e r a ! a nd ! C ompo s e r !
!

!
R e s e a r c h i n g ! t h e ! o p e r a ! a n d ! c ompo s e r !m a y ! s e em ! l i k e ! a !
v e r y ! s t a n d a r d ! t h i n g ! t o ! d o . ! ! H owe v e r ! I ! f o u n d !
t h r o u g h o u t !m y ! s t u d i e s ! t h a t !m o s t ! w o u l d ! r e s e a r c h ! t h e !
o p e r a ! b u t ! h a v e ! n o ! b a c k g r o u n d ! k n ow l e d g e ! o n ! t h e !
c ompo s e r . ! !
!
!
T h e ! c ompo s e r ! i s ! a s ! v i t a l ! a s ! t h e ! o p e r a ! b e c a u s e ! i t !
d i s p l a y s ! t h e ! s t y l e ! i n ! w h i c h ! t h e ! c ompo s e r ! w r i t e s ! h i s !
mu s i c . ! T h e r e ! a l s o !m a y ! b e ! s ome ! b a c k g r o u n d !
k n ow l e d g e ! o n !wh y ! t h e ! o p e r a / s o n g !w a s ! f i r s t ! w r i t t e n . !
W a s ! i t ! f i r s t ! c ompo s e d ! d u e ! t o ! p o l i t i c a l ! r e a s o n s ? ! D i d !
t h e ! c ompo s e r ! w a n t ! t o ! p u s h ! t h e ! b o u n d a r i e s ? ! O r ! a r e !
t h e r e ! a n y !mu s i c a l ! a s p e c t s ! t h a t ! n e e d ! t o ! b e ! p o r t r a y e d !
w i t h i n ! t h e ! p i e c e ! o r ! t h e ! o p e r a ? !
!
!
A f t e r ! r e s e a r c h i n g ! t h e ! p i e c e ! a n d ! c ompo s e r ! I ! w r i t e !m y !
n o t e s ! o n t o ! a ! s e p a r a t e ! s h e e t ! o f ! p a p e r ! a n d ! a t t a c h ! i t ! t o !
t h e ! b a c k ! o f !m y !mu s i c . ! A t t a c h i n g ! t h i s ! t o !m y !mu s i c !
m e a n s ! t h a t ! I ! c a n ! l o o k ! b a c k ! a t !m y ! n o t e s ! a t ! a n y ! g i v e n !
t im e ! i f ! I ! am ! s t r u g g l i n g ! t o ! r ememb e r ! t h e ! p l o t , ! s t y l e ! o r !
a n y ! g e n e r a l ! i n f o rma t i o n . !



Th i s ! i s ! a n ! e x t r eme l y ! u s e f u l ! a n d ! p o s i t i v e ! t h i n g ! t o ! d o , !
a s ! d u r i n g ! t h e ! r e h e a r s a l ! p e r i o d !w e ! t e n d ! t o ! l o o s e ! s ome !
o f ! t h e ! b a c k g r o u n d ! i n f o rma t i o n ! a n d ! s t y l e ! o f ! t h e ! p i e c e !
b e c a u s e !w e ! b e c ome ! s o ! e n g r o s s e d ! i n ! t h e ! p r o d u c t i o n !
e l emen t s . ! A t t a c h i n g ! t h e ! a d d i t i o n a l ! i n f o rma t i o n !
p e r f o rme r s ! c a n ! a l s o ! a d d ! t o ! t h i s ! t h r o u g h o u t !
r e h e a r s a l s . !
! !
!

!
!

!  T r an s l a t i o n s ! (wo rd ! f o r !wo rd , ! p o e t i c , !
p h on e t i c a l l y ) , ! C o l o u r i n g ! C od i n g ! & ! P e r f o rman c e !
Ma r k i n g s !

!
!

M o s t ! p e r f o rme r s ! w i l l ! d o ! a ! l i t e r a l ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! o f ! t h e !
p i e c e , ! a l t h o u g h ! t h e y !w i l l ! r a r e l y ! d o ! a ! w o r d ! f o r ! w o r d , !
p o e t i c ! a n d ! p h o n e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! i n ! o n e . !
!
!
M y ! a p p r o a c h ! i s ! s imp l y ! t o ! s t a r t ! w i t h ! a ! w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! a s ! o c c a s i o n a l l y ! p o e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n s !
s ome t im e s !m i s s ! o u t ! f u n d amen t a l ! w o r d s , ! w h i c h !
u l t im a t e l y ! c h a n g e ! t h e ! c o n t e x t ! a n d !m e a n i n g ! o f ! t h e !
p i e c e . ! O t h e r ! p o e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n s ! c o u l d n ’ t ! s t r a y !
f u r t h e r ! aw a y ! f r om ! t h e ! a c t u a l ! s u b j e c t ! r e s u l t i n g ! i n ! t h e !
p e r f o rme r ! i n t e r p r e t i n g ! t h e ! p i e c e ! e n t i r e l y ! d i f f e r e n t l y . !
!
!
A ! w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! e n s u r e s ! t h a t ! i f ! t h e !
p e r f o rme r ! i s n ’ t ! s i n g i n g ! i n ! t h e i r ! f i r s t ! l a n g u a g e ! t h e y !
k n ow ! e x a c t l y ! w h a t ! e a c h !w o r d !m e a n s . ! T h e y ! t h e n ! c a n !
b e g i n ! t o ! e x p e r im e n t ! w i t h ! t h e ! emph a s i s e s ! a n d !
s t r e s s e s ! o f ! t h e ! l a n g u a g e ! c o r r e c t l y ; ! r e s u l t i n g ! i n ! a !
a u t h e n t i c ! p e r f o rman c e ! o f ! a n y ! g i v e n ! l a n g u a g e . !
!
!
I ! b e g i n ! b y !w r i t i n g ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n !
o n t o ! t h e ! p h o t o c o p i e d !mu s i c , ! u s u a l l y ! b e l ow ! o r ! a b o v e !
t h e ! o r i g i n a l ! t e x t ! i n ! a ! d i f f e r e n t ! c o l o u r . ! I n ! s ome ! c a s e s !
t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! u s u a l l y ! i s n ’ t ! c l e a r !
b e c a u s e ! o f ! t h e ! s t r u c t u r e ! o f ! t h e ! t e x t . ! T h e r e f o r e ! o n ! a !
s e p a r a t e ! s h e e t ! I ! w r i t e ! d own ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! a n d ! t r y ! t o !m a k e ! s e n s e ! o f ! i t ! b y ! c r e a t i n g !
m y ! own ! p o e t i c ! v e r s i o n . ! ( I n ! s ome ! c a s e s ! e d i t i o n s !
p r o v i d e ! b o t h ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! a n d ! a !
b r i e f ! p o e t i c ! o n e ! f o r ! p e r f o rman c e ! u s e ) . ! A f t e r ! c r e a t i n g !
t h e ! p o e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! I ! e i t h e r ! p l a c e ! t h e ! p o e t i c !



v e r s i o n ! i n ! b r a c k e t s ! ( i n ! a n o t h e r ! c o l o u r ) ! a b o v e ! t h e !
w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! p r o v i d i n g ! t h e r e ! i s ! e n o u g h !
s p a c e ! o n ! t h e ! s c o r e ! o r ! I ! w r i t e ! i t ! o n ! a ! s e p a r a t e ! s h e e t !
w i t h ! b o t h ! t h e ! E n g l i s h ! a n d ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! ( a l l ! i n ! t h e i r ! s e l e c t e d ! c o l o u r s ) . ! !
!

! !
I n ! s ome ! c a s e s ! a ! p h o n e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! i s ! r e q u i r e d ! f o r !
p r o n u n c i a t i o n . ! A s !m e n t i o n ! p r e v i o u s l y ! i n ! t h e !
i n t e r v i ew s ! n e i t h e r ! i n t e r v i ew e e ! u s e d ! a c t u a l !
p h o n e t i c s . ! B o t h ! i n t e r v i ew e e s ! c r e a t e d ! t h e i r ! ow n !
p e r s o n a l i s e d ! p h o n e t i c s ! b e c a u s e ! t h e y !w e r e ! c o n f i d e n t !
e n o u g h ! i n ! p a r t i c u l a r ! l a n g u a g e s ! o r ! t h a t ! t h e y ! f o u n d !
p h o n e t i c ! s ymbo l s ! c o n f u s i n g ! a n d ! awkwa r d . !
!
!
I ! h a v e ! t o ! u s e ! p h o n e t i c ! s ymbo l s ! e s p e c i a l l y ! f o r ! F r e n c h !
a s ! I ! s t r u g g l e ! w i t h ! t h e ! l a n g u a g e ! t o ! t h e ! p o i n t ! t h a t ! I !
a c t u a l l y ! c a n n o t ! r e a d ! t h e ! l a n g u a g e !w i t h o u t ! u s i n g !
p h o n e t i c s . !
!
!
B e l ow ! a r e ! a ! f ew ! e x amp l e s ! t h a t ! s h ow !my ! t r a n s l a t i o n !
a n d ! p h o n e t i c ! s ymbo l s ! i n ! d i f f e r e n t ! c o l o u r s . ! Y o u !w i l l !
a l s o ! s e e ! t h a t ! f r om ! t h e ! e x amp l e s ! t h e r e ! a r e ! o t h e r !
c o l o u r s ! a n d !m a r k i n g s ! t h a t ! i n d i c a t e ! v a r i o u s !
p e r f o rman c e ! e l emen t s ! a n d ! s ome ! o f !m y ! own ! p e r s o n a l !
m a r k i n g s ! t o ! h e l p !w i t h !m emo r i s a t i o n , ! l e a r n i n g ! a n d !
c l a r i t y . ! !
!
!
!
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E x . 1 ! s h ow s ! t h e ! p h o n e t i c s ! w r i t t e n ! i n ! p u r p l e ! b e l ow ! t h e !
o r i g i n a l ! t e x t ! ( i n ! F r e n c h ) ! a n d ! b o t h ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! a n d !
p o e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! a r e ! a b o v e ! i n ! p i n k . ! A s ! y o u ! c a n ! s e e ! t h e r e !
a r e ! o t h e r !m a r k i n g s ! i n ! b o t h ! c o l o u r ! a n d ! p e n c i l . ! T h e ! p a r t s !
t h a t ! a r e ! h i g h l i g h t e d ! i n ! o r a n g e ! r e p r e s e n t ! r e o c c u r r i n g !
m i s t a k e s , ! u s u a l l y ! t h e ! t o ! d o !w i t h ! t h e ! p i t c h ! o r ! r h y t hm . !
H i g h l i g h t e d ! i n ! a ! l i g h t e r ! p i n k ! a r e ! t h e ! p e r f o rman c e ! a n d !
d y n am i c !m a r k i n g s , ! i n ! t h i s ! e x amp l e ! t h e ! d e c r e s c e n d o . ! T h e !
c i r c u l a r ! p e n c i l ! m a r k i n g ! a r o u n d ! t h e !w o r d ! ‘ C ’ e s t ’ ! i s ! t o !
f u r t h e r ! emph a s i s e ! a ! r e a c q u i r i n g !m i s t a k e , ! w h i c h ! y o u !w i l l !
s e e ! t h r o u g h o u t !m a n y ! o f ! t h e ! e x amp l e s . ! !
!
!
E x . 1 ! a l s o ! h i g h l i g h t s ! t h e ! o r i g i n a l ! p r i n t e d ! t e x t ! i n ! a ! l i g h t !
t u r q u o i s e ! c o l o u r ! t o !m a k e ! t h e ! d i s t i n c t i o n ! b e tw e e n ! t h e !
p h o n e t i c s ! a n d ! t h e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n . ! T h e r e ! i s ! a !
d a r k e r ! b l u e ! b o x ! a r o u n d ! t h e ! t i e d ! n o t e ! C ; ! t h i s ! i s ! t o ! h i g h l i g h t !
t h e ! r h y t hm ! c l e a r l y ! a n d ! t o ! d i s c o u r a g e ! a n y ! f u t u r e !m i s t a k e s !
d u r i n g ! p r a c t i c e . ! !
!
!
E x . 2 ! h a s ! t h e ! s ame ! c o l o u r ! s t r u c t u r e ! E x . 1 ! h owe v e r ! t h e ! a f t e r !
t r a n s l a t i n g !m a j o r i t y ! o f ! t h e ! s e n t e n c e !w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! i t ! s t i l l !
w a s n ’ t ! v e r y ! c l e a r . ! T h e !w r i t i n g ! i s ! s t i l l ! i n ! p i n k ! b u t !
b r a c k e t e d ! t o ! s h ow ! t h a t ! i t ’ s ! a ! p o e t i c ! t r a n s l a t i o n . ! !
!
!
E x . 2 ! d i s p l a y s ! s e v e r a l ! p e n c i l ! m a r k i n g s , ! a ! c i r c l e ! a r o u n d ! p a r t !
o f ! t h e ! p h o n e t i c s ! t o ! i n d i c a t e ! a !m i s p r o n o u n c e d !w o r d ! a n d ! a !
c o u p l e ! o f ! n o t e s ! t o ! r e i t e r a t e ! l o n g ! a n d ! o p e n ! F r e n c h ! v owe l s . ! !
!
!
E x . 3 ! a g a i n ! i s ! v e r y ! s im i l a r ! t o ! t h e ! tw o ! e x amp l e s ! a b o v e , !
h ow e v e r ! t h e ! b l u e ! b o x ! t h a t ! w a s ! s e e n ! i n ! E x . 1 ! t h a t !
r e p r e s e n t e d ! a ! r h y t hm i c ! a s p e c t ! i s ! u s e d ! d i f f e r e n t l y ! i n ! E x . 3 . !
T h e ! b l u e ! b o x e s ! h a v e ! b e e n ! s e g r e g a t e d ! i n t o ! sm a l l e r ! b o x e s , !
w h i c h ! s h ow ! b o t h ! t h e ! r h y t hm ! a n d ! ‘ l a ’ ! s e c t i o n s . ! T h i s !
i n d i c a t e s ! t o ! t h e ! p e r f o rme r !w h e r e ! a n d !wh e n ! t h e ! ‘ l a ’ s ’ ! t a k e !
p l a c e ! b o t h ! p i t c h !w i s e ! a n d ! r h y t hm i c a l l y ! b e c a u s e ! t h e y ! a r e !
r e p e a t e d . ! ( T h i s ! i s ! s h own ! i n ! E x . 4 ! b e l ow ) . ! I ! d e c i d e d ! t o ! d o !
t h i s , ! a s ! i t ! w a s ! a r e a !w i t h i n ! t h e ! p i e c e ! t h a t ! I ! w a s ! s t r u g g l i n g !
t o !m emo r i s e . ! S e c t i o n i n g ! e a c h ! ‘ l a ’ ! h e l p e d !m e ! l e a r n ! t h e !
v a r i o u s ! p i t c h e s ! a n d ! r h y t hm s ! c o r r e c t l y , ! i n e v i t a b l y ! h e l p i n g !
m y !m emo r i s a t i o n ! o f ! t h e ! p i e c e . ! ! !
!
!
A s ! y o u ! c a n ! s e e ! i n ! E x . 4 ! t h e r e ! a r e ! c i r c l e s ! w i t h ! n umb e r s !
i n s e r t e d ! i n ! t h e !m i d d l e ! o f ! t h em . ! I n s t e a d ! o f ! w r i t i n g ! o u t !
‘ 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 ’ ! I ! d e c i d e d ! t h a t ! i t ! w a s ! f a r !m o r e ! e f f i c i e n t ! a n d !



c l e a r e r ! v i s u a l l y ! t o ! c a l c u l a t e ! t h e ! t i e s ! a n d ! p l a c e ! t h em ! i n ! a !
s h a p e ! t h a t ! I ! c o u l d ! r ememb e r . ! I ! w a s ! p l a c i n g ! t h e ! p i e c e ! i n t o !
s e c t i o n s ! a n d ! c r e a t i n g ! a ! n a r r a t i v e ! t h r o u g h ! c o u n t i n g ! a s !
a p p o s e d ! t o ! t r y i n g ! t o ! c o u n t ! e v e r y t h i n g ! i n d i v i d u a l l y ! a s ! 4 / 4 !
b a r s . ! !
!
!
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Th e ! u s e ! o f ! t h e ! c o l o u r s ! h e l p !m e ! s e p a r a t e ! t h e ! p i t c h , ! r h y t hm , !
t h e ! p h o n e t i c s ! a n d ! p e r f o rman c e ! a n d ! t empo !m a r k i n g s . ! I t !
a l s o ! p r omo t e s ! p h o t o g r a p h i c !m emo r y ! b e c a u s e ! y o u r ! b r a i n !
b e c ome s ! a c c u s t omed ! t o ! t h e ! c o l o u r s ! a n d ! s p e c i f i c ! s h a p e s . !
T h e r e f o r e ! r e s u l t i n g ! i n ! t h e ! b r a i n ! p r o c e s s i n g ! t h e ! c o l o u r s !
d u r i n g ! r e h e a r s a l s ! o r ! p e r f o rman c e , ! a d d i n g !mo r e ! s t r u c t u r e !
t o !mu s i c . ! !
!
!
B e l ow ! a r e ! a ! f ew !mo r e ! e x amp l e s ! w h e r e ! t h e ! c o l o u r s ! h a v e !
c h a n g e d ! a n d ! r e p r e s e n t ! d i f f e r e n t ! p a r t s ! o f ! t h e ! p i e c e !
w h e t h e r ! i t ! i s ! p h o n e t i c s ! o r ! w o r d ? f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n s . ! F o r !
e x amp l e ! I ! d o ! n o t ! h a v e ! t h e ! s ame ! c o l o u r ! o r ! k e y ! c h a r t ! t h a t !
s t r u c t u r e s ! a l l ! m y ! c o l o u r s ! o r ! h i g h l i g h t i n g ! p a t t e r n s ! b u t !
r a t h e r ! I ! c h o o s e !w h a t ! I ! f e e l ! i s !m o r e ! s u i t e d ! t o ! t h e ! p i e c e !
d e p e n d i n g ! o n ! t h e ! s t y l e ! a n d ! t h e ! g r a d i e n t ! o f ! d i f f i c u l t y . ! !
!
!
Ex.513!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!
!
13!Messiaen,!O.!(1930).!Pourquoi?:!Trois!Melodies:!pour!chant!&!piano.!Paris,!France:!Edition!Durand!(p.!3)!
(bar.!8?15).!!
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!
!
!
Ex.614!!

!
Ex.7!15!

!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
14!Messiaen,!O.!(1930).!Pourquoi?:!Trois!Melodies:!pour!chant!&!piano.!Paris,!France:!Edition!Durand!(p.!3)!
(bar.!17?18).!!
!
15!Messiaen,!O.!(1930).!Pourquoi?:!Trois!Melodies:!pour!chant!&!piano.!Paris,!France:!Edition!Durand!(p.!4)!
(bar.!19?23).!!
!



!
E x . 6 ! a n d ! E x . 7 ! s h ow ! l a r g e ! g r e e n ! l i n e s ! t h a t ! r e p r e s e n t ! t h e !
c h a n g e ! i n ! t h e ! t im e ! s i g n a t u r e . ! F o r ! e x amp l e ! i n ! t h i s !
p a r t i c u l a r ! p a r t ! i n ! t h e ! p i e c e ! i t ! s t a r t s ! i n ! 3 / 4 ! a n d ! c h a n g e s ! t o !
4 / 4 . ! T h e ! e x amp l e ! b e l ow ! s h ow s ! t h e !wh o l e ! p a g e ! a n d !wh e r e !
t h e ! t im e ! s i g n a t u r e s ! c h a n g e . ! I ! b e g a n ! t o ! d o ! t h i s ! i n !m o r e !
c omp l e x ! a n d ! c omp l i c a t e d ! p i e c e s ! b e c a u s e ! i t ! b e c ame ! n e a r !
imp o s s i b l e ! t o ! r ememb e r !w h e r e ! t h e ! s i g n a t u r e ! c h a n g e d ! a n d !
h ow !man y ! b e a t s ! t h e r e ! w e r e ! p e r ! b a r . !
!
Ex.816!
!

!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
16!Messiaen,!O.!(1930).!Pourquoi?:!Trois!Melodies:!pour!chant!&!piano.!Paris,!France:!Edition!Durand!(p.!4)!
(bar.!19?25).!!
!



!
Some!pieces!are!more!problematic!and!intricate!than!others,!especially!da!capo!
arias!where!ornaments!are!required!or!arias!that!consist!of!coloratura!phrases.!
An!excess!of!notes!on!one!single!page!can!cause!the!brain!to!panic,!as!there!is!an!
influx!of!information!squeeze!into!several!bars.!!
!
!
Since!delving!into!this!kind!of!repertoire!I!have!had!to!change!my!approach!by!
using!colour!to!separate!the!coloratura!phrases!into!parts.!This!approach!has!
helped!me!learn!each!phrase!comfortably!and!without!difficulty!because!my!
brain!has!made!the!distinction!between!the!notes!and!the!rhythmic!phrases.!!
!
!
The!examples!below!show!the!way!I!have!marked!my!coloratura!phrases!into!
workable!sections.!Markings!shown!in!Ex.10,!13!and!14!show!faint!orange!boxes!
around!coloratura!phrases!and!other!small!markings!where!double!constants!
and!rolled!‘R’s!are!required.!Other!coloured!boxes!depict!the!difficulties!I!have!
had!with!the!phrases!during!practice!and!lessons.!The!boxes!mentally!prepare!
me!for!the!upcoming!phrases!which!in!turn!works!it’s!way!into!my!photographic!
memory.!
!
!
Ex.917!
!

!
!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
17!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!9)!(bar.!23?28).!!



!
!
Ex.1018!!

!
!
!
Ex.1119!

!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
18!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!12)!(bar.!56?61).!!
!
19!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!12)!(bar.!62?67).!!
!



!
!
Ex.1220!!

!
!
!
Ex.1321!!
!
!

!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
20!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!13)!(bar.!68?72).!!
!
21!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!13)!(bar.!73?78).!!
!



!
!
Ex.1422!!

!
!
!
!
Ex.1523!!
!

!
!
!
!
M o s t ! r e p e r t o i r e ! r e q u i r e s ! t h i s !mu c h ! d e p t h ! a n d ! d e t a i l ! i n !
o r d e r ! t o ! l e a r n ! t h e ! f o l l ow i n g : ! t o ! l e a r n ! t h e ! t e x t ! c l e a r l y ! w i t h !
a ! r e a l ! s e n s e ! o f ! t h e !m e a n i n g , ! r o l l e d ! ‘ R ’ s , ! n a s a l s , ! d o u b l e !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
22!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!14)!(bar.!79?83).!!
!
23!Rossini,!G!(1954)!Una!voce!poco!fa!(Il!Barbiere!di!Siviglia):!Operatic!Anthology,!Celebrated!Arais,!Selcted!
from!Old!&!Modern!Composers!for!Mezzo,Soprano!&!Alto!(Complied!by!Kurt!Adler).!Vol.2.!New!York:!G.!
Schirmer!Inc.!Hal!Leonard.!(p.!17)!(bar.!112?113).!!
!



c o n s t a n t s , ! r ememb e r i n g ! p e r f o rman c e !m a r k i n g s ! s u c h ! a s !
p i a n o ! o r ! f o r t e , ! t i m e ! s i g n a t u r e s , ! c o l o r a t u r a , ! o r n amen t s ! a n d !
p r omo t i n g ! p h o t o g r a p h i c !m emo r y ! f o r !m emo r i s a t i o n !
p u r p o s e s . !
!
!
M o r e !w o r k ! d o e s ! g o ! i n t o ! r e p e r t o i r e ! t h a t ! i s n ’ t ! i n !m y ! f i r s t !
l a n g u a g e , ! h ow e v e r ! t h i s ! i s n ’ t ! t o ! s a y ! t h a t ! I ! s t i l l ! d o n ’ t ! c o l o u r !
c o d e ! a n d ! u s e ! s im i l a r ! s t r a t e g i e s ! a s ! t h o s e ! u s e d ! i n !m y !
F r e n c h , ! I t a l i a n ! o r ! G e rman ! r e p e r t o i r e . ! F o r ! e x amp l e ! E x . 1 5 !
a n d ! E x . 1 6 ! s h ow s ! t h a t ! I ! u s e ! t h e ! s ame ! s t r a t e g i e s ! a s ! b e f o r e !
s u c h ! a s ! h i g h l i g h t i n g ! t h e ! v o c a l ! l i n e , ! p e r f o rman c e !
d i r e c t i o n s , ! t empo !m a r k i n g s ! a n d ! t im e ! s i g n a t u r e s . ! !
!
!
Ex.1524!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
24!Elgar,!E.!(1899)!The!Swimmer:!Sea!Pictures!for!contralto!&!piano!Op.37!.!Reduction!for!voice!and!piano,!
new!edition,!1998.!USA:!Boosey!&!Co.!Ltd.!(p.!3)!(bar.!10?11).!



Ex.1625!!

!
!
!
L e a r n i n g !Me l o d y !& ! T e x t !
!
L e a r n i n g ! b o t h !m e l o d y ! a n d ! t e x t ! a s ! e f f i c i e n t l y ! a s ! o n e !
a n o t h e r ! i s ! p e r h a p s ! t h e !mo s t ! t r o u b l e s ome ! f o r ! s i n g e r s , ! a s !
w e ! g e n e r a l l y ! t e n d ! t o ! b e ! b e t t e r ! w i t h ! o n e ! t h a n ! t h e ! o t h e r . ! I !
s t r u g g l e ! w i t h ! t e x t , ! a s ! i t ! r e q u i r e s !m e ! t o ! g o ! i n t o ! g r e a t ! d e p t h !
t o ! e n s u r e ! I ! h a v e ! b o t h ! t h e ! p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! r i g h t ! a n d ! t h e !
w o r d s ! i n ! t h e ! c o r r e c t ! o r d e r . ! !
!
!
I ! s t a r t ! b y ! s p e a k i n g ! o u t ! t h e ! t e x t ! s l ow l y . ! A l t h o u g h ! t h i s ! i s ! a !
l e n g t h i l y ! p r o c e s s ! i t ! e n s u r e s ! t h a t ! t h e ! p r o n u n c i a t i o n ! i s !
c l e a r ! a n d ! I ! g r a d u a l l y ! b e c ome !mo r e ! a c c u s t omed ! a n d !
c o n f i d e n t ! w i t h ! t h e ! t e x t . ! A f t e r ! I ! h a v e ! f am i l i a r i s e d !m y s e l f !
w i t h ! t h e ! t e x t ! I ! s e t ! a !m e t r o n ome ! t o ! t h e !m a r k e d ! t empo ! a n d !
b e g i n ! t o ! s p e a k ! t h e ! t e x t ! o u t ! l o u d ! a t ! t empo . ! S p e a k i n g ! t h e !
t e x t ! a t ! t empo , ! e s p e c i a l l y ! w i t h ! f a s t e r ! r e p e r t o i r e !
e n c o u r a g e s !mu s c l e !m emo r y ! a n d ! e n s u r e s ! I ! c a n ! s p e a k ! t h e !
t e x t ! i n ! t im e ! b e f o r e ! e v e n ! a t t emp t i n g ! t o ! s i n g ! i t . !
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
25!25!Elgar,!E.!(1899)!The!Swimmer:!Sea!Pictures!for!contralto!&!piano!Op.37!.!Reduction!for!voice!and!piano,!
new!edition,!1998.!USA:!Boosey!&!Co.!Ltd.!(p.!3)!(bar.!14?17).!



A f t e r ! f am i l i a r i s i n g !m y s e l f ! w i t h ! t h e ! t e x t ! I ! f o c u s ! o n ! t h e !
v o c a l !m e l o d y ! o f ! t h e ! p i e c e ! b y ! s imp l y ! p l a y i n g ! t h e ! s i n g l e !
m e l o d y ! l i n e ! r e p e a t e d l y ! o n ! a ! p i a n o . !W i t h o u t ! e v e n ! h a v i n g ! t o !
v o c a l i s e ! t h e !m e l o d y , ! y o u r ! b r a i n ! b e c ome s ! a c c u s t omed ! t o !
t h e ! t u n e !w i t h o u t ! h a v i n g ! t o ! s i n g ! a ! s i n g l e ! n o t e ; ! i n ! t u r n !
s a v i n g ! y o u ! a ! l o t ! o f ! t im e . ! I ! h a v e ! a l s o !f o u n d ! t h a t ! s p e a k i n g !
wh i l e ! p l a y i n g ! t h e !m e l o d y ! l i n e ! a l s o ! f am i l i a r i s e s ! y o u !w i t h !
b o t h ! t h e ! t u n e ! a n d ! t h e ! t e x t . ! !
!
!
O f ! c o u r s e ! p l a y i n g ! t h e ! v o c a l !m e l o d y ! a n d ! s p e a k i n g ! o u t ! t h e !
t e x t ! a t ! t h e ! s ame ! t im e ! c a n ! b e ! q u i t e ! t r i c k y ! d u e ! t o !
c omp l i c a t e d ! r h y t hm s ! o r ! t e x t . ! R e c o r d i n g ! t h e !m e l o d y ! b o t h !
s l ow e r ! a n d ! t h e n ! a t ! t empo ! o n ! a ! d e v i s e ! t h a t ! a l l ow s ! y o u ! t o !
p l a y ! i t ! b a c k !m e a n s ! t h a t ! y o u ! c a n ! s p e a k ! t h e ! t e x t ! e f f o r t l e s s l y !
a n d ! f r e e l y ! w i t h o u t ! w o r r y i n g ! a b o u t ! g e t t i n g ! t h e ! r i g h t ! n o t e s !
o r ! r h y t hm s . ! ! ! !
!
!
A f t e r ! s p e a k i n g ! t h e ! t e x t ! w i t h ! r h y t hm ! a n d ! p i t c h ! a n d ! I ! f e e l !
c o n f i d e n t ! t h a t ! I ’ v e ! l e a r n t ! b o t h , ! I ! t h e n ! b e g i n ! t o ! v o c a l i s e !
t h e ! p i e c e . ! I ! s i n g ! e a c h ! i n d i v i d u a l ! p h r a s e ! o r ! s e v e r a l ! b a r s ! a t !
o n c e ! r e p e a t e d l y ! s o ! t h a t ! i t ! b e c ome s ! p a r t ! o f !m y !mu s c l e !
m emo r y . ! O b v i o u s l y ! t h e r e ! a r e ! o n l y ! s o !m a n y ! t im e s ! a s !
s i n g e r s ! w e ! r e p e a t ! t h i s ! b e f o r e ! c om i n g ! v o c a l l y ! t i r e d . !
!
!
!
Memor i s a t i o n ! S t r a t e g i e s !
!
Th e r e ! a r e !m a n y !m emo r i s i n g ! s t r a t e g i e s ! i n ! p l a c e ! f o r ! s i n g e r s !
a n d ! i t ! d e p e n d s ! e n t i r e l y ! o n ! t h e ! i n d i v i d u a l ! a n d ! h ow ! t h e y !
l e a r n . ! T h e ! i n t e r v i ew e e s !m emo r i s e ! t h r o u g h ! r e p e t i t i o n !
u s u a l l y ! d u r i n g ! r e h e a r s a l ! p e r i o d s ! a n d ! t a k e ! v e r y ! l i t t l e ! t im e !
t o !m emo r i s e ! t h e i r ! r e p e r t o i r e . ! !
!
!
H owe v e r , ! t h e r e ! a r e ! i n d i v i d u a l s ! s u c h ! a s !m y s e l f ! t h a t ! h a v e ! t o !
t a k e ! l o n g e r ! b e c a u s e ! o u r ! s h o r t ? t e rm !memo r y ! i s ! p o o r . !W e !
h a v e ! t o ! f e e d ! a n y ! i n f o rma t i o n ! i n t o ! o u r ! l o n g ? t e rm !memo r y , !
w h i c h ! t a k e s ! t im e . ! !
!
!
I ! h a v e ! d e v i s e d ! t h e ! f o l l ow i n g ! s t r a t e g i e s ! f o r !m y s e l f : !
!

!  S p e a k i n g ! t h e ! t e x t ! o u t ! l o u d ! r e p e a t e d l y . ! ! !
!  Wr i t e ! o u t ! t h e ! t e x t ! r e p e a t e d l y ! w h i l e ! c o n s c i o u s l y !

v o c a l i s i n g ! t h e ! t e x t ! i n ! y o u r ! h e a d . !



!  L i s t e n i n g ! t o ! t h e ! r e c o r d i n g ! o f ! t h e !m e l o d y ! l i n e ! a n d !
v o c a l i s i n g ! t h e ! t e x t ! q u i e t l y ! s o ! t h a t ! t h e ! v o i c e ! d o e s n ’ t !
t i r e . !

!  S i n g i n g ! sm a l l ! p h r a s e s ! r e p e a t e d l y ! b e f o r e ! g r a d u a l l y !
p u t t i n g ! t h em ! t o g e t h e r . !

!  Na r r a t i v e ? ! c r e a t i n g ! a ! s t o r y l i n e ! o r ! a ! j o u r n e y ! u s i n g ! t h e !
t e x t . ! F o r ! e x amp l e ! i n ! a n ! a r i a ! t h e ! c h a r a c t e r !m a y ! s t a r t !
b y ! d e s c r i b i n g ! t h e i r ! s u r r o u n d i n g s , ! t h e n ! h ow ! t h e !
s u r r o u n d i n g s !m a k e ! t h em ! f e e l ! emo t i o n a l l y ! a n d ! f i n a l l y !
r e i t e r a t i n g ! h ow ! t h e y ! f e e l ! i n !m o r e ! d e t a i l . !

!  V i s u a l ! im a g e s ! & ! S l i d e s h ow s ? ! T h i s ! a p p r o a c h ! i s ! v e r y !
s im i l a r ! t o ! c r e a t i n g ! a ! n a r r a t i v e ! o n l y ! w i t h ! im a g e s . !
V i s u a l i s i n g ! im a g e s ! o r ! a ! s l i d e s h ow ! a s ! y o u ! s i n g ! t h a t !
r e l a t e ! t o ! t h e ! p i e c e ! a s ! i t ! h e l p s ! f o l l ow ! a ! j o u r n e y , ! w h i c h !
e s s e n t i a l l y ! e n h a n c e s ! t h e ! p e r f o rman c e . ! E v e n ! p a s t i n g !
a n ! im a g e ! o n t o ! y o u r ! s c o r e ! f o r ! a ! p a r t i c u l a r ! p h r a s e ! t h a t !
y o u ! c o n t i n u o u s l y ! s t r u g g l e ! w i t h ! i s ! a ! g r e a t ! i d e a !
b e c a u s e ! y o u r ! b r a i n !w i l l ! r em emb e r ! i t ! a n d ! b e c ome !
a c c u s t omed ! t o ! i t . !

!  R e c o r d i n g s ? ! I ! t r y ! t o ! a v o i d ! t h i s ! a p p r o a c h , ! a s ! y o u ! a r e !
l i k e l y ! t o ! p i c k ! u p ! h a b i t s ! a n d ! s t y l i s t i c ! e l emen t s ! f r om !
t h e ! s i n g e r s ! o n ! t h e ! r e c o r d i n g s ! r a t h e r ! t h a n !m a k i n g ! i t !
y o u r ! own . ! H owe v e r , ! I ! d o ! e n c o u r a g e ! l i s t e n i n g ! t o ! a ! f ew !
r e c o r d i n g s ! t o ! a c c u s t om ! y o u !w i t h ! t h e ! s h a p e ! a n d ! f e e l !
o f ! t h e ! p i e c e ! b e f o r e ! s i t t i n g ! d own ! t o ! l e a r n ! i t . ! !

!  Ph y s i c a l ! M emo r y ? !m a k i n g ! s ome t h i n g ! p h y s i c a l ! o r !
c h o r e o g r a p h i n g ! a ! s imp l e !mo v emen t ! c a n ! h e l p ! a i d ! i n !
m emo r i s a t i o n ! p r o c e s s ! b e c a u s e ! i t ! b e c ome s ! p a r t ! o f ! t h e !
i n d i v i d u a l ’ s !mu s c l e !m emo r y . ! ! F o r ! e x amp l e ! a ! s imp l e !
h a n d ! g e s t u r e ! o r ! a ! s h u f f l e ! f o rw a r d ! i n ! p r a c t i c e ! d u r i n g !
a ! c h a l l e n g i n g ! p h r a s e ! c a n ! b e n e f i t ! t h e !m emo r y . ! I ! am !
n o t ! s u g g e s t i n g ! t h a t ! t h i s ! s h o u l d ! b e ! p r a c t i c e d ! d u r i n g ! a !
p e r f o rman c e , ! u n l e s s ! t h e r e ! i s ! a ! r e a l ! i n t e n t i o n ! o r !
m o t i v e ! t o !m o v e ! d u r i n g ! t h e ! p i e c e . ! !

!
!

.!!
!

Conc lu s ion )
!
I ! f o u n d ! t h r o u g h o u t !m y ! r e s e a r c h ! t h a t ! s ome ! o f !m y !
a p p r o a c h e s ! h a v e !m a t u r e d ! t o ! t h e ! p o i n t ! t h a t ! t h e y ! a r e !
e x t r eme l y ! e f f e c t i v e . ! O t h e r s ! n e e d ! d e v e l o p i n g ! f u r t h e r ! a n d !
s ome ! s imp l y ! h a v e n ’ t ! b e e n ! b e n e f i c i a l . ! !
!
!
S i n c e !m a r k i n g ! u p !m y ! s c o r e s ! w i t h ! c o l o u r s , ! p h o n e t i c s , !
h i g h l i g h t i n g ! a n d ! t r a n s l a t i o n s ! i t ! h a s ! h e l p e d ! b o t h !m y !



l e a r n i n g ! a n d !m y !m emo r i s a t i o n ! p r o c e s s . ! F o r ! e x amp l e !
c o l o u r ! c o d i n g ! t h e ! o r i g i n a l ! t e x t ! d i f f e r e n t l y ! t o ! t h e !w o r d ?
f o r ?w o r d ! t r a n s l a t i o n , ! p h o n e t i c ! s ymbo l s ! a n d ! p o e t i c !
t r a n s l a t i o n ! h a s ! g i v e n !m y !w o r k ! s t r u c t u r e ! a n d ! e n a b l e d !m y !
b r a i n ! t o ! p r o c e s s ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n ! i n ! a ! c r e a t i v e ! a n d !
n a r r a t i v e ! w a y . ! !
!
!
H owe v e r , ! w h e n ! I ! f i r s t ! s t a r t e d !m a r k i n g !m y ! s c o r e s ! i n ! s u c h ! a !
w a y ! t h e ! p a g e ! b e c ame ! e x t r eme l y ! j umb l e d ! a n d ! I ! o v e r l o a d e d !
m y s e l f ! w i t h ! c o l o u r s ! a n d ! i n f o rma t i o n ! t h a t ! w a s n ’ t ! e s s e n t i a l . !
O v e r ! t im e ! I ! h a v e ! d e v e l o p e d ! t h i s ! s t r a t e g y ! t h o u g h !
o c c a s i o n a l l y ! I ! d o ! o v e r l o a d ! t h e ! p a g e !w i t h ! i n f o rma t i o n , !
u s u a l l y ! a f t e r ! a ! r e h e a r s a l . ! T h i s ! i s ! d u e ! t o ! f e e l i n g !
o v e rwh e lm e d ! d u r i n g ! t h e ! r e h e a r s a l ! b e c a u s e ! o f ! t h e ! c o n s t a n t !
d i r e c t i o n ! a n d ! c o n s t r u c t i v e ! c r i t i c i sm ; ! I ! t h e n ! f e e l ! t h e ! n e e d !
t o ! w r i t e ! e v e r y t h i n g ! d own . !
!
!
I ! h a v e ! s u g g e s t e d ! t o ! a ! f ew ! s i n g e r s ! a b o u t ! c o l o u r ! c o d i n g ! a t !
l e a s t ! t h e !m e l o d y ! l i n e , ! t h e ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! a n d ! t h e ! p e r f o rman c e !
m a r k i n g s . ! E a c h ! s i n g e r ! h a s ! t o l d !m e ! t h a t ! t h e y ! h a v e !
b e n e f i t t e d ! f r om ! t h i s ! a s ! i t ! s e p a r a t e s ! a n d ! d e t e rm i n e s ! t h e !
o r i g i n a l ! l a n g u a g e ! f r om ! t h e ! t r a n s l a t i o n ! a n d ! t h e !
p e r f o rman c e !m a r k i n g s ! a p p e a r !mo r e ! d i s t i n c t ! a n d ! c l e a r . ! !
!
!
O c c a s i o n a l l y ! I ! w o u l d ! f i n d ! s i n g l e ! w o r d s ! d i f f i c u l t ! t o !
p r o n o u n c e ! e s p e c i a l l y ! i n ! a ! d i f f e r e n t ! l a n g u a g e . ! I ! w o u l d !
s t r u g g l e ! t o ! s e p a r a t e ! t h e !w o r d s ! s o u n d s ! a n d ! b r e a k i n g ! t h e !
w o r d ! d own ! i n t o ! i t s ! c ompon e n t s , ! c o n s o n a n t s ! a n d ! v owe l s . !
F o r ! e x amp l e ! I ! w o u l d ! b r e a k ! a ! w o r d ! d own ! i n t o ! i t s ! s y l l a b l e s !
s u c h ! a s ! ‘ R o ? s e n ? k a ? v a ? l i e r ’ ! a n d ! r e p e a t ! t h e !w o r d ! u n t i l ! I !
w a s ! c om f o r t a b l e ! e n o u g h ! t o ! s a y ! i t ! f u l l y . ! !
!
!
R e s e a r c h e r s ! h a v e ! a l s o ! s u g g e s t e d ! t h a t ! ‘ …mo s t ! l a n g u a g e s !
s k i l l s ! r e q u i r e ! t h e ! c o n s t a n t , ! r a p i d ! a n d ! e f f o r t l e s s !
a p p l i c a t i o n ! o f ! r u l e s ! a n d ! p r o c e d u r e s , ! i n c l u d i n g !
d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g ! o n e !w o r d ! s o u n d ! f r om ! a n o t h e r ; ! c o r r e c t l y !
a r t i c u l a t i n g !w o r d ! s o u n d s ! a n d ! c o r r e c t l y ! p r o n o u n c i n g !
w o r d s ; ! b r e a k i n g !w o r d s ! d own ! i n t o ! c ompon e n t ! s o u n d s ’ . 26!
!
!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
26!Dr.!Eide,!B.L!&!Dr.!Eide,!F.F.!2011.!The!Dyslexic!Advantage:!Unlocking!the!hidden!potential!of!the!dyslexic!
brain!Great!Britain:!Hay!House!UK!Ltd!(p.!26)!
!



Th i s ! p r o v e s ! t h a t ! t h o s e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! r e q u i r e ! n ume r o u s !
s t r a t e g i e s ! a n d ! d e t a i l e d ! p r o c e d u r e s !w h e n ! a p p r o a c h i n g !
d i f f e r e n t ! l a n g u a g e s , ! e v e n ! i f ! i t ’ s ! t h e i r ! f i r s t ! l a n g u a g e . ! I !
t h i n k ! t h i s ! s h o u l d ! e v e n ! b e ! a p p l i e d ! t o ! t h o s e !w h o ! d o n ’ t ! h a v e !
d y s l e x i a , ! a s ! w o r k i n g !w i t h ! n ume r o u s ! l a n g u a g e s , ! m e l o d y !
a n d ! a d d i t i o n a l ! p e r f o rman c e ! e l emen t s ! c a n ! b e ! p r o b l ema t i c . !
!
!
C o l o u r i n g ! c o d i n g ! h a s ! a l s o ! p r omo t e d ! p h o t o g r a p h i c !m emo r y !
a s ! I ! r e l a t e ! a n d ! r ememb e r ! t h e ! c o l o u r s ! a n d ! t h e i r ! s t r u c t u r e s !
d u r i n g ! r e h e a r s a l s ! a n d ! p e r f o rman c e s . ! !
A l s o ! c r e a t i n g ! a ! n a r r a t i v e ! h e l p s ! a i d ! t h e ! l e a r n i n g ! a n d !
m emo r i s a t i o n ! p r o c e s s ! t h r o u g h ! t h e ! u s e ! o f ! c o l o u r ! o r ! im a g e s . ! !
!
I ! p l a n ! t o ! w o r k ! o n !m y !m emo r i s a t i o n ! f u r t h e r ! b e c a u s e !
w r i t i n g ! o u t ! t h e ! t e x t ! r e p e a t e d l y ! i s ! t im e ! c o n s um i n g . !
S p e a k i n g ! t h e !w o r d s ! o u t ! l o u d ! c a n ! I ! o n l y ! d o ! s o !mu c h ! a n d !
s i n g i n g ! r e p e a t e d l y ! e v e n t u a l l y ! t i r e s ! t h e ! v o i c e . ! !
!
!
R e s e a r c h e s ! h a v e ! a l s o ! p r o v e d ! t h a t ! ‘ m o s t ! i n d i v i d u a l s ! w i t h !
d y s l e x i a ! f a v o u r ! e p i s o d i c ! o v e r ! s eman t i c !m emo r y , !m o s t ! w i l l !
r em emb e r ! i n f o rma t i o n ! a b o u t ! t h i n g s ! t h e y ’ v e ! e x p e r i e n c e d !
( o r ! im a g e ! s c e n e ? b a s e d ! e x p e r i e n c e s ) ! b e t t e r ! t h a n ! a b s t r a c t !
o r ! n o n ? c o n t e x t u a l ! f a c t s ’ . 27! I ! h a v e ! u s e d ! t h i s ! b r i e f l y ! i n ! a r i a s !
w h e r e ! t h e ! c h a r a c t e r ! i s ! e x p e r i e n c i n g ! a ! c e r t a i n ! emo t i o n !
s u c h ! a s ! s a d n e s s ! o r ! l o v e ! a n d ! u s e d ! i t ! t o ! e n h a n c e ! t h e !
c h a r a c t e r s ! emo t i o n s . ! I ! h a v e ! d r awn ! u p o n ! e x p e r i e n c e s ! s u c h !
a s ! l o v i n g ! s ome on e ! o r ! l o o s i n g ! s ome on e ! t h a t ! i s ! d e a r ! t o ! t r y !
a n d ! e n g a g e !w i t h ! h ow ! t h e ! c h a r a c t e r ! i s ! f e e l i n g ! a t ! t h e ! t im e , !
h ow e v e r ! I ! h a v e n ’ t ! u s e d ! i t ! i n ! s u c h ! a ! w a y ! t h a t ! i t ! h e l p s !m e !
r e t a i n !m emo r y . !
!
!
I ! h a v e ! a l s o ! r e c e n t l y ! d i s c o v e r e d ! t h a t ! t h o s e !w i t h ! d y s l e x i a !
l e a r n ! b e t t e r ! i f ! t h e y ! a r e ! i n t e r e s t e d ! a n d ! e n g a g e d . ! T h i s ! i s !
e v i d e n t ! i n !m y ! s t u d i e s , ! a s ! w h e n ! I ! am ! d i s i n t e r e s t e d ! i n ! a !
s u b j e c t ! o r ! p i e c e ! I ! c a n n o t ! p r o c e s s ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n !
e f f e c t i v e l y ! r e s u l t i n g ! i n ! l o s s ! o f ! u n d e r s t a n d i n g ! a n d !m y !
m emo r y ! i s ! u l t im a t e l y ! a f f e c t e d . ! !
!
!
M y ! r e s e a r c h ! p r o j e c t ! h a s ! s h own !m e ! t h a t ! p e o p l e ! w i t h o u t ! o r !
w i t h ! d y s l e x i a ! l e a r n ! i n d i v i d u a l l y ! w h e t h e r ! i t ’ s ! t h e ! w a y ! t h e y !
m emo r i s e , ! l e a r n ! a n d ! p r o c e s s ! t h e ! i n f o rma t i o n . ! H owe v e r , !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
27!!Dr.!Eide,!B.L!&!Dr.!Eide,!F.F.!2011.!The!Dyslexic!Advantage:!Unlocking!the!hidden!potential!of!the!dyslexic!
brain!Great!Britain:!Hay!House!UK!Ltd!(p.!174)!
!



t h e r e ! a r e ! e l em en t s ! w i t h i n !m y ! own ! s t r a t e g i e s ! t h a t ! c a n ! b e !
u s e d ! t o ! o t h e r s ! a d v a n t a g e s ! w h e n ! a p p r o a c h i n g ! n ew !
r e p e r t o i r e . ! !
!
!
( I ! h a v e ! a t t a c h e d ! a ! s t e p ? t o ? s t e p ! g u i d e ! t h a t ! I ! h a v e !
d e v e l o p e d ! a n d ! p r o d u c e d ! f o r ! b o t h !m y s e l f ! a n d ! a n y ! o t h e r !
s i n g e r s ! t h a t !m i g h t ! b e ! i n t e r e s t e d ! i n ! t a k i n g ! a ! d i f f e r e n t !
a p p r o a c h ) . !
!
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Appendix)A)
!
Kamilla!Dunstan<!Documentation!Project!2014!
Questionnaire/Research?!Dyslexic!!
!
As!you!know!my!research!project!focuses!around!those!musicians!with!dyslexia!
and!I!am!documenting!not!only!my!own!personal!practice/learning!strategies!
but!also!others!who!either!have!or!don’t!have!dyslexia.!At!the!end!I!plan!to!
compare!my!research!to!my!own!strategies,!even!try!some!strategies!of!others!to!
see!whether!it!makes!a!difference!in!my!own.!
!
If!you!could!answer!and!document!your!learning!process!on!one!piece!you’ve!
started!learning!or!previously!learnt!I!would!be!most!grateful.!My!email!address!
is!provided!below!if!you!need!any!further!correspondence.!!
!
Name:!MATTHEW! !
Year/Programme/Degree:!MMusOp1!
Age:!25!
Instrument:!Voice!<!Tenor!
!
!
!
1. Being!diagnosed!with!dyslexia!what!are!your!day?to?day!problems!you!face!

with!text,!sight,!processing!information!and!memory!(short!and!long!term)?!
Do!you!use!any!aids?!(E.g.!coloured!lenses,!larger!text!etc)!

!
I!was!diagnosed!with!dyslexia!in!my!second!year!of!undergraduate!study!at!
Durham!University.!Although!this!was!an!entirely!academic!course,!I!did!not!
change!my!approach!to!using,!reading!and!comprehending!texts!or!music,!as!my!
parents,!over!many!years,!had!helped!me!develop!and!learn!my!own!strategies!to!
increase!to!my!maximum!potential,!the!abilities!that!I!had.!I!did!use!some!coloured!
overlays,!which!are!useful!when!I!am!tired,!but!I!use!a!complex!system!of!marking!
scores!with!pencil,!and!also!my!own!Anglicised!phonetics!to!help!with!foreign!
language!pronunciation,!as!the!IPA!system!often!confuses!me.!I!otherwise!have!
found!that!being!exposed!to!large!amounts!of!music!and!signs,reading!have!caused!
my!problems!to!incrementally!diminish,!but!this!does!not!negate!the!fact!that!I!still!
have!a!slow!auditory!processing!speed.!
!
2. What!happens!when!you!first!pick!up!a!new!piece?!For!example!do!you!have!

any!issues!with!plain!black!text!and!a!white!background;!can!you!read!
efficiently!without!making!any!notes?!

!
Yes,!and!no…..!Yes,!I!have!learnt!to!read!effectively,!I!do!occasionally!mark!things,!
particularly!in!more!difficult!scores,!and!when!alignment!is!an!issue!within!a!score.!
I!however,!generally!become!more!inaccurate!the!increasingly!more!tired!that!I!
become!!
!
3. How!do!you!prepare!your!music/score?!(e.g.!colour!coding,!writing!out!the!

translation!near!the!original!text,!using!phonetics)!



!
I!prefer!my!own!phonetic!symbols!and!notation!for!prounounciation.!I!write!
translations!in!full!rarely!as!they!clutter!the!page!and!make!it!more!difficult!to!
read.!I!never!use!colour!coding!in!my!own!scores!as!I!do!not!wish!to!ruin!them!!!
!
4. Could!you!possibly!take!a!few!pictures!of!your!new!piece?!(Please!send!to!

!or!copy!and!paste!here)!(Phone!pictures!are!
acceptable!to!send!to!my!mobile!via!WhatsApp!( )!

!
TO!BE!DONE!AT!A!LATER!DATE!
!
5. Do!you!use!phonetics?!If!so!do!you!find!them!harder!than!making!your!own!

personalised!notes!concerning!languages?!
!
In!a!sparing!way,!however,!reading!a!line!of!phonetics!is!for!me!a!useless!thing,!as!I!
don’t!gain!any!sense!of!meaning!or!understanding!from!it,!so!I!prefer!my!own!
phonetic!symbols.!
!
6. Is!there!anything!that!you!do!differently!once!you’ve!begun!to!learn!a!piece?!
!
I!don’t!believe!so!
!
7. Do!you!find!melody!or!text!harder!to!learn?!
!
TEXT!ALWAYS!
!
8. Memorising!Strategies:!please!list!below!(e.g.!writing!out!the!words!

continuously,!picture!diagrams,!photographic!memory).!
!
Repetition,!and!getting!an!understanding!of!the!lilt!of!a!text!and!its!poetic!phrasing!
often!helps!with!memorisation.!
!
9. If!you!find!memorising!difficult,!what!do!you!find!hard!about!memorising!a!

piece?!
!
Occasional!inversion!of!words,!or!replacement!of!syllables!or!specific!
vowels/consonants!or!inversions!of!vowels!or!consonants.!Otherwise!working!from!
a!translation!to!get!the!sweep!of!the!meaning!often!helps!my!understanding!and!
learning!of!a!piece.!
!
10. Please!take!another!picture!of!the!same!score!or!an!older!score!to!show!new!

markings!and!notes!
!
TO!!BE!DONE!AT!A!LATER!DATE!

!
11. How!do!you!prepare!for!a!final!performance!of!a!piece?!
!
Nothing!in!particular.!It!depends!on!the!style!of!the!work!involved,!oratorio!or!
opera!or!song.!



!
12. How!do!you!cope!with!learning!multiple!pieces!at!a!time!other!than!

prioritising?!
!
Leaving!plenty!of!time!for!learning.!Leaving!enough!time,!to!leave!a!score!and!come!
back!to!it,!so!that!there!is!some!time!for!the!relevant!points!to!‘sink’!in.!
!
13. How!do!you!structure!your!learning?!!
!
Because!I!have!been!employing!certain!strategies!for!years,!I!wouldn’t!say!that!I!
have!ever!needed!to!structure!how!I!work!more!vigourously!than!those!who!are!not!
dyslexic.!Working!in!a!slow,!methodical!and!measured!way!often!helps!overcome!
many!of!the!shortcomings!which!I!often!may!display.!
!
If!any!of!you!are!interested!in!trying!some!learning!strategies!of!mine!
please!let!me!know!and!I!can!forward!them!to!you.!

.!
!
!
!
Please!also!forward!me!your!learning!techniques,!so!that!I!can!try!them!and!
use!them!within!my!own!learning!practice.!!
!
!
!
!
!

Appendix)B)
Kamilla!Dunstan<!Documentation!Project!2014!
Questionnaire/Research?!NON?Dyslexic!!
!
As!you!know!my!research!project!focuses!around!those!musicians!with!dyslexia!
and!I!am!documenting!not!only!my!own!personal!practice/learning!strategies!
but!also!others!who!either!have!or!don’t!have!dyslexia.!At!the!end!I!plan!to!
compare!my!research!to!my!own!strategies,!even!try!some!strategies!of!others!to!
see!whether!it!makes!a!difference!in!my!own.!
!
If!you!could!answer!and!document!your!learning!process!on!one!piece!you’ve!
started!learning!or!previously!learnt!I!would!be!most!grateful.!My!email!address!
is!provided!below!if!you!need!any!further!correspondence.!!
!
Name:!Fiona!
Year/Programme/Degree:!MMus!Perf1!
Age:!24!
Instrument:!!Voice!
!
!
!



1. What!do!you!think!dyslexia!is?!!
!
Difficulty!in!reading!words/letters/symbols!in!the!correct!order.!
!
!

2. Do!you!face!any!problems!when!you!first!pick!up!a!score?!(E.g.!do!you!
struggle!with!reading!text!on!a!white!background?!Do!you!have!to!make!
separate!notes?!Would!you!prefer!coloured!paper!or!text?)!

!
Not!usually.!Perhaps!if!the!score!was!handwritten!or!very!small!then!yes,!but!
usually!I!don’t!have!any!problems.!
!
!

3. What!do!you!do!first!when!you!pick!up!a!new!piece!or!score?!(E.g.!do!you!
photocopy!the!score,!colour!code,!highlight,!translate,!and!write!in!a!
separate!text!or!translation?)!

!
Photocopy!the!score.!If!it!is!a!choral!score,!I!would!highlight!or!mark!my!part.!If!it!
is!a!solo!score,!I!wouldn’t!highlight!anything.!I!would!then!write!in!IPA!and!a!
translation!of!the!text!beside!each!word.!
!
!

4. Could!you!possibly!take!a!picture!of!your!score!after!the!very!first!time!
you’ve!made!your!changes!to!help!your!learning!process?!(Please!send!to!

or!copy!and!paste!here)!
!
Will!email!you!it.!
!
!
!

5. Do!you!find!melody!or!text!harder!to!learn?!Why?!!
Usually!the!text!is!harder!to!learn,!especially!if!it!is!in!a!different!language.!!
!
!

6. During!your!learning!process!what!changes!do!you!make!to!your!score?!
Do!you!make!notes!continuously!within!your!score?!Colour!code!parts!
that!are!problematic?!

!
I!would!circle!parts!that!are!incorrect!or!re?write!any!mispronunciations!after!I!
have!been!corrected!by!a!coach!or!teacher.!I!would!also!write!in!any!ideas!that!
were!suggested!to!me!to!help!me!to!remember!to!do!them!in!my!own!personal!
practice.!
!
!

7. How!do!you!memorise!music?!Is!this!through!repetition?!Do!you!find!
words!or!melody!harder!to!memorise?!!

!



Mainly!through!repetition.!I!usually!find!that!if!I!practice!something!a!few!times,!
have!a!coaching!session!and!lesson!on!it,!then!it!just!goes!in!automatically!
without!having!to!sit!down!and!actually!try!to!learn!the!text.!
!

8. What!are!you!learning!strategies?!Please!list!below?!
!
I!am!not!sure!what!you!really!mean!by!learning!strategies.!
If!you!mean!how!do!I!learn…!
I!try!something!myself.!
Take!it!to!a!teacher/coach!for!corrections.!
Try!and!put!that!into!my!own!personal!practice.!
Take!it!to!a!performance/audition!class!and!try!and!get!other!people’s!opinions!
on!how!to!make!it!better.!
!
!
!

9. Please!take!a!picture!of!your!final!score?!
Will!email!it.!

!
!
!

10. How!do!you!prepare!for!a!final!performance!of!a!piece/role?!
Go!over!and!over!all!markings!in!the!score!to!try!and!fully!commit!them!all!to!
memory.!Watch!how!other!performers!sing!the!same!repertoire!for!any!further!
ideas.!Perform!it!as!many!times!as!possible!in!class!to!ensure!that!I!am!totally!
confident!before!a!final!performance.!
!

!
!
!
!

11. Finally,!how!do!you!cope!with!learning!multiple!pieces!at!one!time!other!
than!prioritising?!How!do!you!structure!your!learning?!

!
I!try!and!put!them!into!an!order.!I!will!learn!a!few!pieces!at!a!time,!trying!not!to!
overload!myself!with!music.!I!will!prioritise!the!pieces!that!are!coming!up!in!
performance!first!and!focus!on!them!in!all!lessons,!coachings!and!
performance/audition!classes!and!then!set!them!to!one!side!and!move!on!to!the!
next!set!of!music.!I!will!obviously!re?visit!pieces!in!my!own!practice!and!will!then!
take!it!to!a!final!lesson!before!the!performance!to!make!sure!I!have!everything!
correct.!
!
!
!
If!any!of!you!are!interested!in!trying!some!learning!strategies!of!mine!
please!let!me!know!and!I!can!forward!them!to!you.!

!
!



Please!also!forward!me!your!learning!techniques,!so!that!I!can!try!them!and!
use!them!within!my!own!learning!practice.!!
!
!
!
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S T E P  B Y  S T E P  G U I D E

R E S E A R C H  T H E  P I E C E  &  
C O M P O S E R!

This may seem like the most obvious thing to do but it’s quite 
surprising how many singers don’t research both the opera/song 
and the composer.  Of course most of us research the opera, our 
character and where the aria occurs within the opera. However, we 
can tell a lot by a piece by finding out background knowledge on 
the composer.For example, it can tell you a lot about the style of 
the piece, how one should approach the style and was the piece 
written for political reasons or particular event etc.

L I S T E N  T O  T H E  P I E C E  (A  F E W  T I M E S  
O N L Y )!

As singers we rely heavily on listening to learn pieces, however I 
have found in the past that listening to the same piece too much by 
the same artist we start to mimic and copy what that singer is 
doing vocally and expressively. I suggest listening to the piece a few 
times by different artists to gain a feel for the style, shape and form 
before sitting down to learn it yourself.

H I G H L I G H T  T H E  V O C A L  
L I N E & P E R F O R M A N C E  M A R K I N G S!

Highlight your vocal line especially if it’s a choral or chorus work. 
This ensures that you determine the vocal line from the 
accompanist, orchestra or other voices. Highlight performance 
markings such as tempo, time signatures, crescendos, ties, pauses 
etc. Your brain remembers colours better than pencil markings.

O T H E R  M E M O R I S A T I O N 
T E C H N I Q U E S

P H O T O C O P Y I N G  &  T A P I N G  Y O U  
M U S I C!

Once you have chosen a suitable aria or song it’s vital that you 
photocopy you music from the original score. Photocopying ensures 
that you can make notes and colour code what you feel is 
necessary for your own development and practice.  Taping music 
ensures that during a rehearsal and practice your are less likely to 
get the pages mixed up; it also works more like a vocal score.

T R A N S L A T E  W O R D -F O R -W O R D ,  
P O E T I C A L L Y, P H O N E T I C A L L Y  

If the piece isn’t in your first language, translate the piece word-for-
word then do a poetic translation so that you can really get a feel 
and understanding of the text. If you require phonetics write them 
above the original text so that you have them as close to the text 
as possible. Mark all of these in a different colour so that your brain 
can differentiate each translation. 

O R N A M E N T S ,  C O L O R A T U R A   &  O T H E R 
M A R K I N G S!

Ornaments and coloratura phrases should be highlighted into 
sections. For example a coloratura phrase can be sectioned by 
highlighting 4-5 notes one colour and the other 3 notes a different 
colour. This enables the brain to process both sections separately 
and clearly so by the time it comes to performance you brain has 
learnt all the notes more efficiently.  Use a highlighter to draw a box 
around any recurring mistakes or harder phrases so that your brain 
can prepare you physically and mentally before you approach it.

R E C O R D  T H E  M E L O D Y  &  S P E A K I N G  
T H E  T E X T  O U T  L O U D  

Start by slowly speaking the text out loud then speak the text at 
tempo as if you were performing the piece (no singing). Once you 
have done this, play the vocal line on the piano (if possible) 
recording it slowly, then make another recording at tempo. Now 
speak the text over the recorded melody before taking it at tempo. 
This familiarises you with both the tune and text before even 
attempting to sing it. 

M E M O R I S A T I O N

There are many ways to memorise a piece of music or text but the 
most obvious is through repetition of both the text and the melody. 

However, this can be tiring on the voice so I have suggested various 
strategies to memorise music on the back page.

Once you have learnt the text, rhythm and melody to a point 
that you feel confident enough to sing it in a rehearsal room, 
take out a pen and paper. Begin by taking a small section of 
the piece and write it out repeatedly, you will discover that 
you will sing the melody internally as you write. Once you 
feel you can copy the section down without having to look 
back at the score add the next part of the text and do 
exactly the same.  After you have finished the whole piece 
take the score away and see whether you can both write and 
recite (out loud) the entire piece, repeat this until you feel 
confident enough to speak and then sing it off copy.

Another technique is to sing one bar of the piece repeatedly 
before take another bar and joining it onto the first bar. Do 
this until you can sing an entire page of the music before 
attempting the second page.

Creating a narrative and story throughout the piece will help 
you place the song into sections and will essentially help your 
interpretation of the piece during rehearsals and 
performances. 

Lastly, select images that created a slide show of the entire 
piece and as you sing work the images into your 
photographic memory. This will enable you to visualise an 
image or background as you sing, therefore enhancing your 
performance. 




